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Welcome

Welcome to the American Venous Forum Annual Meeting (AVF 2026)!
On behalf of the American Venous Forum, we are delighted to welcome you to Denver, Colorado, for AVF 2026. We 
are excited to gather once again with colleagues and friends from across the country and around the world for a meeting 
emphasizing outstanding education, collaboration, and connection.
The AVF has a long and proud history of advancing education and scientific research in venous and lymphatic disease. 
In recent years, we have expanded our focus to include more clinical applications and practical educational content, 
ensuring the annual meeting not only advances the science, but provides tools and insights applicable directly to patient 
care. Our goal is simple: for everyone to learn something meaningful while engaging with colleagues and having a great 
experience. We are stronger together, and this year we are proud to feature a multidisciplinary faculty from across the 
country and the world.
Our theme for 2026, “Solutions Through Science,” reflects the remarkable momentum in our field and the number of 
high quality original abstract submissions we received. We worked hard to include as many abstracts as possible while 
also adding outstanding invited speakers—recognized experts who will enhance many of our key sessions. Discussion 
is encouraged, and we look forward to the exchange of ideas making AVF 2026 such a unique and rewarding meeting.
Returning by popular demand this year’s program offers educational learning for everyone, including a two-day Advanced 
Practice Provider (APP) course, and the highly anticipated Physician in Training (PIT) course, designed to be practical 
and comprehensive. Attendees will also benefit from late-breaking trials, emerging technologies, guideline updates, 
poster competition, and an excellent lineup of scientific sessions. Throughout the meeting, we are proud to present  
58 abstracts and 35 poster presentations spanning the full spectrum of venous and lymphatic disease.
We are excited to feature a new and improved Case Competition and welcome reception, and to close each full day with 
a favorite highlight: the Doctor’s Lounge, where challenging real-world cases will be presented with engaging audience 
and expert panel discussion. In addition, several industry-sponsored breakfast and lunch sessions will provide more 
opportunities to continue learning and connect with our valued industry partners.
New programming on Tuesday morning includes a dedicated Pulmonary Embolism (PE) session led by world-renowned 
experts. This session includes practical guidance on understanding basic principles and recognition and the creation and 
management of a PERT program. Our annual Villavicencio Session will once again spotlight excellence, featuring the top 
three abstracts along with presentations from nationally and internationally recognized speakers. We are also proud to 
highlight international programming developed by our International Committee, offering timely and high-yield didactics 
and a highlight of this year’s meeting.
To celebrate the week together, we warmly invite you to our Après-AVF Celebration – an evening to relax, reconnect 
with friends and colleagues, and enjoy time with the AVF community outside of the scientific sessions. Dress up if you’d 
like, keep it Denver-chic with Western and Ski Apparel embracing the Après-Ski theme, and enjoy great food and drinks, 
music, dancing, and a few surprise magical moments throughout the night.

We are honored to welcome you to AVF 2026 and look forward to an inspiring meeting filled with learning, innovation, 
and community. We are pleased to offer a hybrid format, with both in-person and virtual options, and we hope you will 
join us in Denver to celebrate the research, clinical expertise, and collegial spirit that define the AVF Annual Meeting.

Joseph Raffetto, MD
President

Misaki Kiguchi, MD, 
MBA, FACS
Program Co-Chair

Julianne Stoughton MD, 
FACS, DABVLM
Program Co-Chair
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President
Joseph Raffetto, MD
President Elect
Mark Iafrati, MD
Vice President
Steve Elias, MD,  
FACS, DFAVF, DABVLM
Treasurer
Patrick Muck, MD
Secretary, Administrative  
Council Chair
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

AVF Board of Directors

Co-Chairs
Misaki Kiguchi, MD, MBA, FACS
Julianne Stoughton MD,  
FACS, DABVLM
Past Chair
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, FACS
Co-Chair Elect
Sheila Blumberg, MD, MS, FACS, RPVI
Co-Chair Elect
Juan C. Jimenez, MD, MBA

Annual Program Committee

Leadership

Don’t Miss These Special Events!

6:00pm – 7:30pm 	 Welcome Reception

10:30am – 11:00am	 STRANDNESS KEYNOTE: Frontiers in Venous Leg Ulcer Research 
	 Sarah Onida, BSc (Hons), MD, PhD, FRCR
11:00am – 12:10pm	 President’s Session: Our Path Forward
7:00pm – 10:00pm	 Après AVF Celebration

Monday, March 2

Tuesday, March 3

Past President
Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
Education Councilor
Arjun Jayaraj, MD, FACS
Membership Councilor
Windsor Ting, MD
Research Councilor
Andrea Obi, MD
Communications Councilor/
Archivist
Mikel Sadek, MD

Recorder
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, 
FACS
Director
Julianne Stoughton MD,  
FACS, DABVLM
Director
Misaki Kiguchi, MD, MBA, FACS
Director
Jorge Ulloa, MD
Director
Tomasz Urbanek, MD

Steven Abramowitz, MD
Rashad Bishara, MD,  
RPVI, MS, FRCS
John Carson, MD, FACS, RPVI
Rabih Chaer, MD, MSc
Steve Elias, MD,  
FACS, DFAVF, DABVLM
Eric Hager, MD
Anil Hingorani, MD
Arjun Jayaraj, MD, FACS
Neil Khilnani, MD

Takaya Murayama, MD, PhD
Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD
Alejandro Gonzalez Ochoa, MD
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD
Ulka Sachdev, MD
Mikel Sadek, MD
Gloria Salazar, MD
Christine Shokrzadeh, MD, 
FACS, RPVI
Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD
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Faculty

Steven	Abramowitz, MD
Tanzina	 Afroze, MD
Shinsuke Akita, MD, PhD
Jose Almeida, MD
Miguel	A. Amore, MD
Hind Anan, MD
Robert	R. Attaran, MD
Mohyee Ayouty, MD
Olga Bakayev, MD
Meredith A.E Barr, MD, FRCSC
Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC
Tristan	 P. Bennett		
Rashad	A. Bishara, MD RPVI MS 
FRCS
Julie Bitner, PA-C
Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh
Sheila N. Blumberg, MD, MS
Marc Bonaca, MD, MPH
Jessica Bowie, MBChB, BSc
Cheryl L. Brunelle		
Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
Rabih Chaer, MD, MSc
Keerti Chakravarthy
Dexter Chan		
Suchit Chidurala, BSA
Eric Chuang, MD
Brett D. Cohen	, DO
Mateo Coppola, BS
Joseph	D. Cutteridge, BM BCh
Shruti Das, MB, BChir
Alun H. Davies, MA DM FRCS DSc  
FEBVS FACPh FLSW FMedSci
Ana de Siqueira Bucci, Visiting 
Scholar 

Rafael Demarchi Malgor, MD, 
MBA
Suat Doganci, MD
Mitali D. Doshi, MD
Eleanor Dunlap, DNP
Steffanie Durkin, PA-C
Trevin Eggleston, BA
Steve Elias, MD
Suzanna Fitzpatrick, DNP
Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT
Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD
Kathleen D. Gibson, MD
Monika L. Gloviczki, MD, PhD
Peter Gloviczki	, MD, PhD
Manj Gohel, MD
Alejandro J. Gonzalez Ochoa, 
MD
Langford Green, BS
Christina M. Guarin, MSN
Aarav Gupta		
Adam Gwozdz, MD, PhD
Eric Hager, MD
Mouhammad Halabi, MD
Marwan Hammoud, MD, 
DABVLM, RPhS
Keerthi	 Harish, MD
Linda Harris, MD
Karem Harth, MD
Joseph P. Hart, MD
Nasim Hedayati, MD, MAS, 
DFSVS, FACS
Katherine Hekman, MD, PhD
Jake F. Hemingway, MD
Anil P. Hingorani, MD

Takahiro Hirayama, MD
Andrew Huang	, Dr
Mark D. Iafrati, MD
Anusha Jacob, DO
Glenn Jacobowitz, MD
Houman Jalaie, MD PhD
Aleksandra Jaworucka-Kaczorowska, 
MD, PhD
Isha Jayakumar
Nila Jayakumar
Arjun Jayaraj, MD
Juan C. Jimenez, MD, MBA
Om Joshi		
Dejah R. Judelson, MD
Lowell S. Kabnick, MD
Nii-Kabu Kabutey, MD
Ankita Katukota, BS
Aarav Keskar		
Neil Khilnani, MD
Misaki Kiguchi, MD
Pamela Kim, MD
Bartosz J. Kończyk, MD
Jonathan R. Krebs, MD
Brajesh K. Lal, MD		
Gillian Lee, MD, MPH
Scott C. Levy, MD
Mary S. Lin, MD
Stephanie Li, BS MPH
Joann Lohr, MD
Mikayla Lowenkamp, MD
Roman Lunin, Dr
Fedor Lurie, MD, PhD,  
RPVI, RVT, FSVS
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Faculty

Vashisht Madabhushi, MD, MPH
William A. Marston, MD
Shinobu Matsubara, MD PhD
Minerva Mayorga-Carlin, MPH
Robert McLafferty, MD, MBA
Mark H. Meissner, MD
Matthew Menard, MD
Joshua Meredith, MD
Oscar Moreno, MD
Patrick Muck, MD
Takaya Murayama, MD,PhD
Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA
Estefania G. Narvaez Gomez, BS
Philippe H. Nicolini, MD
Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD
Andrea Obi, MD
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, 
MPH, MS 
Thomas F. O’Donnell Jr., MD
Abdalla Iibrahim Omira Sr.,  
Egyptian Board of Vasular and 
Endovasular Surgery
Sarah Onida, BSc (Hons), MD,  
PhD, FRCS
Fumio Onishi, MD, PhD
Alisha Oropallo, MD FACS,  
FSVS, FABWMS
Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS
Paola Ortiz, MD
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD
Frank T. Padberg Jr., MD
Anselmo Pagani, Msc
Peter J. Pappas, MD
Gaurav Parmar, MD, MPH

Marek A. Paul, MD, PhD
Stephanie Paz, BS
Matthew Pergamo, MD, RPVI
Charlene Persaud, RPA-C
Eniko Pomozi, MD
Kristan Probeck, ANP-C
Kerry J. Pullano, BS
Joseph Raffetto, MD
Vritika Ravisangar		
Keval Ray, MD MBA
Kassi Rieger, PT, DPT, ICE  
Specialist: Pelvic, DN-1
Anelise	 Rodrigues, MD
Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP
Kenneth Rosenfield, MD
Ulka Sachdev-Ost, MD
Mikel Sadek, MD
Shreef Said, MD
Gloria Salazar, MD
Marwah Salih, MBBS MSc
Pharis B. Sasa, MD
Sergio Sastriques Dunlop, MD
Srishti S. Sawant		
Viren Sehgal, BS
Nadiv Shapira, MD
Arom Shin, MD
Christine Shokrzadeh, MD
Kareem Siada, MS
Natalie D. Sridharan, MD
Joana Storino, MD, MS
Julianne Stoughton, MD
Luis Suarez, MD
Shruti Sunil		

Yushi Suzuki, MD, PhD
Jan Szczepański, MD
Matthew Tan, MBBS, BSc(Hons),  
PhD MRCS FHEA
Victor Tapson, MD
Benedict Turner, MBChB, BSc,  
FHEA, MRCS
Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD
Junichi Utoh, MD, PhD
Elizabeth Valenzuela Aviles		
Michael Vasquez, MD, FACS, RVT
Satish Vayuvegula		
Suresh Vedantham, MD
Chandu Vemuri, MD
Nagaharini Venkoba Rao		
Aatira Vijay, PhD
Justin C. Wang	, BA
Nicholas Wells, MA
Nicole Wetoska, BS
Lauren I. Wikholm, MD
Cees H.A Wittens, MD, PhD
Kilsoo Yie, MD PhD
Alperen K. Yildirim, MD
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Official Event APP
for AVF 2026

•	 Explore the professional profiles of event speakers 
and attendees

•	 Send in-app messages and exchange contact info

•	 Network and find attendees with common affiliations, 
educations, shared networks, and social profiles

•	 Receive update notifications from organizers

•	 Access the event agenda, GPS guidance, maps, and 
parking directions at your fingertips

Get Whova from the App Store or 
Google Play.

Please sign up for the app with your 
social media account or email

Download

Download Whova and take your event mobile.

Solutions Through ScienceAVF 2026

Questions? 
Please contact Patrick Kelly at patrick@veritasamc.com.

Sponsored by



CELEBRATE WITH US 

APRÈS 
AVF!

COCKTAILS, FOOD, MAGIC,  
LIVE DJ, DANCING,  

PHOTO BOOTH

MARCH 3, 2026
7:00PM - 10:30PM

No formal attire required.

EXTRA TICKET REQUIRED. 

Generously 
sponsored by
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Scientific Symposia
(Non-CME)

Sunday, March 1

Monday, March 2

Wednesday, March 4

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Treating the Full Spectrum of CVI: Evidence‑Based Use of VarithenaTM 
and the CEDAR® Endovenous Radiofrequency Ablation System
Keith Sterling, MD

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM
Venous Voices:  
From Flow to Function
Eric Hager, MD; Patrick Muck, MD;  
Gloria Salazar, MD

8:15 AM – 9:15 AM 
From Chaos to Control: Compression Tips for Challenging Legs
Karen L. Bauer, DNP, APRN-FNP

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM
New Innovation in Venous Care:  
Clinical Outcomes and Procedural  
Best Practices with the GORE® VIABAHN® 
FORTEGRA Venous Stent
Professor Stephen Black;  
Steven Abramowitz, MD; Kathleen Gibson, MD

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM
Women Leading Venous  
Excellence Breakfast

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM
The Expanding Evidence  
Base: New Techniques and Data  
in VTE and PE Management
Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD (Moderator);  
Patrick Muck, MD; Dejah Judelson, MD

Tuesday, March 3

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM
From Evidence to Impact:  
Applying Long-term DVT 
Data to Daily Practice
Steven Abramowitz, MD, Stephen Black, MD

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM
Complex Venous Disease:  
Approaches to Outflow Obstruction  
and Superficial Reflux
Karem Harth, MD (moderator);  
Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD;
Jake Hemingway, MD; Eric Hager, MD

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM
Post-operative Wound 
Management and SSI Prevention
Mark Iafrati, MD; Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; 
Robert McLafferty, MD
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MAIN FLOOR

Registration & Information South Convention Lobby

Physician-in-Training Sessions 
Sponsored Symposiums
Case Competition & Happy Hour
Après AVF Celebration
Poster Judging

Grand Ballroom 1

General Sessions Grand Ballroom 2

Break (Sunday AM/PM, Tuesday PM) Grand Ballroom Foyer

Speaker Ready Grand Office

Meeting Space

SOUTH CONVENTION LOBBY

GRAND BALLROOM FOYER

NORTH 
CONVENTION 

LOBBY

TOWER COURTS 
FOYER

GRAND 
BALLROOM 1

GRAND 
OFFICE

WINDOWS

TOWER
C

TOWER
D

GRAND 
BALLROOM 2

APP and PIT Reception 
Breaks (Sunday)

Tower Courts Foyer

Breaks (Monday AM/PM, Tuesday AM)
Welcome Reception
Exhibitors

North/South Convention Lobby

APP Sessions
Sponsored Symposiums

Windows

APP and PIT Joint Sessions Tower C & D
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026
1:00 PM - 2:45 PM ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDER (APP) & PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING (PIT) 

JOINT SESSION: LIVE ULTRASOUND  Tower C & D  
Moderators: Steve Elias, MD; Robert R. Attaran, MD
Faculty: Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM Break
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM APP SESSION 1  Windows

FROM CLOTS TO CARE: NAVIGATING VTE & PERT IN MODERN PRACTICE  
Moderators: Kristan Probeck, ANP-C; Charlene Persaud, RPA-C

3:00 PM - 3:10 PM Cracking the Clot: The New Era of PE Management  Rabih Chaer, MD, MSc

3:10 PM - 3:20 PM Teamwork Against Clots: Creating the PERT Pathway  Kristan Probeck, ANP-C

3:20 PM - 3:30 PM Discussion
3:30 PM - 3:40 PM VTE Today: Clinical Updates Every Provider Should Know  Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP

3:40 PM - 3:50 PM From DVT to PTS: Recognizing and Managing the Long-Term Effects
Charlene Persaud, RPA-C

3:50 PM - 4:00 PM Discussion
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING SESSION 1  Grand Ballroom 1

3:00 PM - 3:20 PM Superficial  Marwan Hammoud, MD, DABVLM, RPhS

3:20 PM - 3:40 PM Deep  Nii-Kabu Kabutey, MD

3:40 PM - 4:00 PM Pelvic  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

4:00 PM - 4:20 PM Wounds  Eric Hager, MD

4:20 PM - 4:40 PM Combined Disease  Pamela Kim, MD

4:40 PM - 5:00 PM Discussion  Moderator: Meredith A.E Barr, MD, FRCSC

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM APP SESSION 2  Windows  
BEYOND THE VEIN: OPTIMIZING THE WHOLE PATIENT
Moderator: Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP  

4:00 PM - 4:15 PM Inflammation and Chronic Venous Disease: Systemic Targets for Local Problems
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM Antithrombotic Therapy in Venous Disease: When Are Anticoagulants 
or Antiplatelets Indicated?  Andrea Obi, MD

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM Micronized Purified Flavonoid Fraction (MPFF): A Pharmacologic Approach 
to Venous Disease  Monika L. Gloviczki, MD, PhD

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM Pelvic PT  Kassi Rieger, PT, DPT, ICE Specialist: Pelvic, DN-1

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDER (APP) & PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING (PIT) RECEPTION  
Tower Courts Foyer

Agenda
All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM Breakfast

8:45 AM - 10:15 AM PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING SESSION 2  Grand Ballroom 1

CASE PRESENTATIONS UTILIZING INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY
8:45 AM - 9:03 AM The Hemodynamics of Phlebolymphedema Management

Karem Harth, MD  Sponsored by Sun Scientific  *Non-CME

9:03 AM - 9:21 AM Treating the Lymphatics is Critical to Comprehensive Vein Care
Robert Attaran, MD; Steve Elias, MD  Sponsored by Tactile  *Non-CME

9:21 AM - 9:39 AM The CVI Treatment Toolkit: Making Confident, Evidence-Based Decisions
Neil Khilnani, MD  Sponsored by Boston Scientific  *Non-CME

9:39 AM - 9:57 AM Clearing the Way: A Prospective Multicenter Study of Mechanical Thrombectomy for 
Proximal DVT  Misaki Kiguchi, MD  Sponsored by Argon  *Non-CME

9:57 AM - 10:15 AM Procedural Efficiency in Catheter-Based Pulmonary Embolism Intervention: Clinical 
Experience with AlphaVac  Adam Reichard, MD  Sponsored by AngioDynamics  *Non-CME

8:45 AM - 10:15 AM APP SESSION 3  Windows 
WOUND SESSION: LAYERS OF HEALING
Moderator: Eleanor Dunlap, DNP

8:45 AM - 8:55 AM Surface Solutions: Topical Therapies & Emerging Dressings in VLU Care  Eleanor Dunlap, DNP

8:55 AM - 9:05 AM Guiding the Way: What’s New in VLU Guidelines  Alisha Oropallo, MD FACS, FSVS, FABWMS

9:05 AM - 9:15 AM Red Flags & Wrong Turns: Ultrasound Techniques to Find Hidden Veins  
Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT

9:15 AM - 9:25 AM Veins Beneath: Procedural Interventions & the Hunt for Hidden Perforators  
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

9:25 AM - 9:30 AM Discussion
9:30 AM - 9:40 AM Compression Confessions: Case-Based Decisions in Complex Ulcers  

Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC

9:40 AM - 9:50 AM Biofilm Battles: Debridement Decisions & IWII-Informed Wound Strategies  
Eleanor Dunlap, DNP

9:50 AM - 10:00 AM Masqueraders & Missed Veins: When Ulcers Aren’t What They Seem  
Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC

10:00 AM - 10:10 AM Phlebolymphedema, Lymphedema & Lipedema, Oh My! Integumentary  
Considerations & Ulcer Prevention  Cheryl L. Brunelle

10:10 AM - 10:15 AM Discussion
10:15 AM - 10:30 AM Break  Tower Courts Foyer, Grand Ballroom Foyer

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDER (APP) & PHYSICIAN IN TRAINING (PIT) 
JOINT HANDS-ON SESSION  Tower C & D

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposium  Sponsored by Boston Scientific  Grand Ballroom 1

1:00 PM - 1:15 PM Break  Tower Courts Foyer, Grand Ballroom Foyer

1:15 PM - 1:30 PM Welcome

Agenda
All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 (continued)

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 1
SUPERFICIAL I  
Moderators: Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD; Juan C. Jimenez, MD, MBA

1:30 PM - 1:38 PM Social Vulnerability Influences Primary Venous Leg Ulcer Healing and Recurrence  
Joseph P. Hart, MD

1:38 PM - 1:46 PM Effect of Obesity on Endovenous Ablation Outcomes in the Vascular Quality Initiative  
Scott C. Levy, MD

1:46 PM - 1:54 PM The Impact of Adjuvant Ultrasound-Guided Peri-Ulcer Foam Sclerotherapy on 
Venous Leg Ulcer Recurrence - Long-term Outcomes of the PUFS Trial  
Rashad A. Bishara, MD RPVI MS FRCS

1:54 PM - 2:02 PM Patient-Reported Outcomes After Thermal vs Non-Thermal Ablation for Treatment of Lower 
Extremity Superficial Venous Disease  Ankita Katukota, BS

2:02 PM - 2:10 PM The Development of Reporting Standards for Ablation-Related Thrombus Extension (ARTE)  
Tristan P. Bennett

2:10 PM - 2:18 PM Feasibility and Efficacy of Advanced Flush Endovenous Laser Ablation in Reducing Groin 
Recurrences: 1-Year Follow-Up  Roman Lunin, Dr

2:18 PM - 2:24 PM QS Obesity is Associated with Higher Great Saphenous Vein Pressure Among Patients 
with Reflux  Roert R. Attaran, MD

2:24 PM - 2:30 PM Discussion and Closing Remarks
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM APP SESSION 4  Windows  

STICK THE LANDING
Moderators: Suzanna Fitzpatrick, DNP; Steffanie Durkin, PA-C

1:30 PM - 1:40 PM Setting up an Aesthetic Practice with Sclerotherapy, Billing and Training  Satish Vayuvegula

1:40 PM - 2:30 PM Stick the Landing: Sclerotherapy Strategies for Complex Veins  Steffanie Durkin, PA-C

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM APP SESSION 5  Windows  
ADVANCING VENOUS CARE: FROM DETECTION TO INTERVENTION - 
AN EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACH  
Moderators: Suzanna Fitzpatrick, DNP; Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM Advanced Practice Provider-Led Tracking of Endovenous Ablation Outcomes: 
The Case for Continued Surveillance  
Julie Bitner, PA-C – UPMC  
Discussant: Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM Bio-Boosted Healing: Biologic and Allograft Dressings in Venous Ulcer Care  
Christina M. Guarin, MSN
Discussant: Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC

3:00 PM - 3:15 PM PERT Implementation: Transforming Submassive PE Outcomes at a Level 1 Trauma Center  
Kristan Probeck, ANP-C  
Discussant: Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM Standardizing Leave of Absence and Round-Trip Protocols for Surgical Management of 
Pulmonary Embolism: A Comprehensive Framework  Suzanna Fitzpatrick, DNP
Discussant: Rabih Chaer, MD, MSc

Agenda
All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 (continued)

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 2
VASCULAR MEDICINE
Moderators: Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD; Sheila N. Blumberg, MD, MS; 
Monika L. Gloviczki, MD, PhD

2:30 PM - 2:38 PM Randomized, Open-Label Pilot Trial of Clopidogrel vs No Treatment After Iliac Vein Stenting 
for NIVLs  Olga Bakayev, MD

2:38 PM - 2:46 PM Risk Activity Index - A Measure of Frailty and Its Impact on Venous Leg Ulcer Healing and 
Recurrence  Joseph P. Hart, MD

2:46 PM - 2:54 PM Exercise Programmes in the Management of Venous Leg Ulceration – A Systematic Review 
and Meta-analysis  Anselmo Pagani, Msc

2:54 PM - 3:02 PM Bleeding and Thrombosis Following Initiation of Antithrombotic Therapy for Iliac 
Vein Stenting  Shreef Said, MD

3:02 PM - 3:10 PM Impact of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists on Healing Outcomes in Diabetic Patients 
with Chronic Venous Ulcers  Estefania G. Narvaez Gomez, BS

3:10 PM - 3:15 PM Staying on Track: Key Updates to VCSS and CEAP Standards  
Michael Vasquez, MD, FACS, RVT 

3:15 PM - 3:25 PM Optimising Decision Making in Chronic Venous Disease Management with Micronised 
Purified Flavonoid Fraction  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

3:25 PM - 3:30 PM Discussion
3:30 PM - 3:45 PM Break  Tower Courts Foyer, Grand Ballroom Foyer

3:45 PM - 5:15 PM SOLUTIONS THROUGH SCIENCE AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES WITH SIR, EVF, AND SVM
3:45 PM - 3:55 PM EVF Speaker: Is Chronic Venous Disease a Systemic Disease?  Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD

3:55 PM - 4:05 PM EVF Speaker: The Challenge of Over and Under Diagnosis in Venous Disease  
Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh

4:05 PM - 4:15 PM AVF Discussion  Moderators: Mikel Sadek, MD; Alejandro J. Gonzalez Ochoa, MD

4:15 PM - 4:25 PM SIR Speaker: Pelvic Venous Disorder Research: Leveraging the SIRF Research Framework  
Neil Khilnani, MD

4:25 PM - 4:35 PM SIR Speaker: Accelerating Endovascular Clinical Trials – What We Need  
Suresh Vedantham, MD

4:35 PM - 4:45 PM AVF Discussion  Moderators: Mikel Sadek, MD; Alejandro J. Gonzalez Ochoa, MD

4:45 PM - 4:55 PM SVM Speaker: Does the Patient with Venous Thrombosis and Arterial Disease Require 
Anticoagulation, Antiplatelet Therapy, or Both?  Marc Bonaca, MD, MPH

4:55 PM - 5:05 PM SVM Speaker: Treatment of Provoked Venous Thromboembolism  Gaurav Parmar, MD, MPH

5:05 PM - 5:15 PM AVF Discussion  Moderators: Mikel Sadek, MD; Alejandro J. Gonzalez Ochoa, MD

3:45 PM - 5:15 PM APP SESSION 6  Windows  
THE EDEMA ENIGMA: DIAGNOSING AND TREATING CHRONIC LEG SWELLING   
Moderators: Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP; Satish Vayuvegula

3:45 PM - 4:00 PM Using the Updated CEAP Criteria to Describe Leg Swelling  Christina M. Guarin, MSN

4:00 PM - 4:15 PM Causes of Secondary Lymphedema or Management of Mixed Arterial and Venous Disease  
Charlene Persaud, RPA-C

Agenda
All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 (continued)

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM Treatment Options for Phlebolymphedema and Venous Hypertension  Julie Bitner, PA-C

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM Advanced Treatment Options for Lymphedema  Kristan Probeck, ANP-C 

4:45 PM - 5:15 PM Lipedema: Diagnosis, Conservative Treatment Optimization, and Advanced Options  
Nadiv Shapira, MD

5:45 PM - 7:15 PM CASE COMPETITION & HAPPY HOUR  Grand Ballroom 1  
Moderators: Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD; JC Jimenez, MD, MBA

5:45 PM - 6:00 PM Happy Hour Reception & Welcome

6:00 PM - 6:05 PM From Chyle to Cure: Microsurgical Thoracic Duct – Jugular Reconstruction for Refractory 
Chylothorax  Yushi Suzuki, MD, PhD

6:05 PM - 6:10 PM Paraplegia After Ilio-Caval Thrombolysis: Lessons Learned from a Rare but Devastating 
Complication  Sergio Sastriques Dunlop, MD

6:10 PM - 6:15 PM Extraction of Fractured IVC Filter Strut from Pulmonary Artery Using Inari Flow Triever 
System  Kareem Siada, MS

6:15 PM - 6:20 PM Staged in Flow Optimization Followed by Palma-Dale Cross-over Bypass for Unilateral 
Post-Thromboticcentral Venous Obstruction After Failed Stenting  Keerthi Harish, MD

6:25 PM - 6:30 PM Glue Granuloma after Endovenous Cyanoacrylate Ablation  Gillian Lee, MD, MPH

6:30 PM - 6:35 PM Renal Autotransplantation as Definitive Treatment for Retroaortic Renal Vein-Associated 
Nutcracker Syndrome  Langford Green, BS

6:35 PM - 6:40 PM Caught at the Outlet: A Diagnostic Twist in a Swollen Arm  Tanzina Afroze, MD

6:40 PM - 6:45 PM No ProTrieve? Retrieval of Thrombosed IVC Filter with the CloTriever as an Embolic 
Protection Device  Dexter Chan

6:45 PM - 6:50 PM Rescue of Acute Superior Vena Cava Syndrome Using Double-Barreled Venous Stents  
Ankita Katukota, BS

6:50 PM - 7:00 PM Live Audience Voting
7:00 PM - 7:15 PM Winners Announced & Happy Hour Reception  Grand Ballroom 1

Agenda
All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026
7:30 AM - 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposia  Sponsored by BD  Grand Ballroom 1

7:30 AM - 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposia  Windows  
Sponsored by Medtronic-Women Leading Venous Excellence 
(*Pre-registration required; limited seating.)  

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM LATE BREAKING TRIALS AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGY
Moderator: Steven Abramowitz, MD; Manj Gohel, MD 

8:30 AM - 8:38 AM Translating Preclinical Evidence into Clinical Practice: The New Recana System for Venous 
In‑Stent Restenosis  William A. Marston, MD

8:38 AM - 8:45 AM Novel Color Accuracy Score for Venous Leg Ulcers  
Alisha Oropallo, MD FACS, FSVS, FABWMS
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MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 (continued)

8:45 AM - 8:53 AM Results of the GORE® VIABAHN® FORTEGRA Venous Stent Clinical Trial for the Treatment 
of Symptomatic Inferior Vena Cava Obstruction With or Without Combined Iliofemoral 
Obstruction  Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh

8:53 AM - 9:00 AM Novel Approaches to Access Collecting Lymphatic Vessels Beneath Dermal Backflow: 
Photoacoustic Imaging and Lymphatic Wire Techniques  Yushi Suzuki, MD, PhD 

9:00 AM - 9:07 AM Advancing Vascular Intervention: The Liberant™ Thrombectomy System  Misaki Kiguchi, MD 

9:07 AM - 9:15 AM Randomized Controlled, Single-Blind, Parallel-Group Trial of Ovarian and Pelvic Vein 
Embolization in Women with Chronic Pelvic Pain and Pelvic Varices (EMBOLIZE Trial)  
Gloria Salazar, MD 

9:15 AM - 9:22 AM Retrospective Review of 5318 Patients with Chronic Lower Extremity Wounds Treated with 
Intermittent Topical Oxygen Therapy  Joann Lohr, MD

9:22 AM - 9:29 AM Novel T-stent Solution: Emerging Study for Nutcracker Syndrome  Philippe H. Nicolini, MD 

9:29 AM - 9:37 AM Study Design and Rationale of BOLT: A Prospective, Multicenter Study of Patients with Deep 
Vein Thrombosis to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of the Indigo Aspiration System  
Patrick Muck, MD 

9:37 AM - 9:45 AM Clearing the Way: A Prospective Multicenter Study of Mechanical Thrombectomy for 
Proximal DVT  Misaki Kiguchi, MD 

9:45 AM - 9:53 AM DEFIANCE: A Randomized Controlled Trial of Mechanical Thrombectomy Versus 
Anticoagulation Alone for Iliofemoral Deep Vein Thrombosis  Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh

9:53 AM - 10:00 AM Novel Device for Percutaneous Selective Closure of Superficial Veins: First in Human 
Experience  Steve Elias, MD 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Exhibit Hall Break  North/South Convention Lobby

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Poster Presentations and Judging
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM VILLAVICENCIO SESSION  

Moderators: Steve Elias, MD; Rashad A. Bishara, MD RPVI MS FRCS 

10:30 AM - 10:35 AM Does Junctional Reflux Impact the Effectiveness of Endovenous Ablation in Patients with 
Isolated Insufficiency of the Great Sahenous Vein  Chandu Vemuri, MD

10:35 AM - 10:40 AM Discussion  Paola Ortiz, MD

10:40 AM - 10:45 AM “Chasing Inflow:” When Does Deep Venous Recanalization Go Too Far?  Jose Almeida, MD

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Discussion Panel  Karem Harth, MD; Cees H.A Wittens, MD, PhD; Patrick Muck, MD

11:00 AM - 11:05 AM Comparison of Thermal and Non-Thermal Ablation for the Treatment of Venous Leg Ulcers  
Nicholas Wells, MA

11:05 AM - 11:10 AM Discussion  William A. Marston, MD 

11:10 AM - 11:15 AM Many Problems, Many Solutions: What to Treat and When  Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh 

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM Discussion Panel  Mark D. Iafrati, MD; Suat Doganci, MD; Manj Gohel, MD

11:30 AM - 11:35 AM High Intensity Focused Ultrasound (HIFU) for Venous Insufficiency: Final Results from the 
US Multicenter Trial  Steve Elias, MD

11:35 AM - 11:40 AM Discussion  Kathleen D. Gibson, MD

11:40 AM - 11:45 AM A Case That NEVER Went Right  Mark H. Meissner, MD 

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Discussion Panel  Misaki Kiguchi, MD; Robert R. Attaran, MD; Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD

All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 (continued)

12:15 PM - 1:15 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposia  Sponsored by Penumbra  Grand Ballroom 1

12:15 PM - 1:15 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposia  Sponsored by Gore  Windows

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM VENOUS CommUNITY COMMITTEE SESSION: OPPORTUNITIES IN VENOUS RESEARCH 
AND DELIVERY OF VENOUS CARE

1:30 PM - 1:31 PM Introduction to Part I: Research vs Real World Populations  Karem Harth, MD 

1:31 PM - 1:41 PM Panel Discussion  
Moderator: Ulka Sachdev-Ost, MD  
Panelists: Dejah R. Judelson, MD; Jessica Bowie, MBChB, BSc; Peter J. Pappas, MD; 
Luis Suarez, MD; Gloria Salazar, MD

1:41 PM - 1:44 PM Open Discussion
1:44 PM - 1:45 PM Introduction to Part II: Bridging the Rural and Urban Gap  Karem Harth, MD 

1:45 PM - 1:55 PM Panel Discussion
Moderator: Misaki Kiguchi, MD 
Panelists: Anil P. Hingorani, MD; Joseph P. Hart, MD; Robert McLafferty, MD, MBA; 
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Vashisht Madabhushi, MD, MPH

1:55 PM - 1:58 PM Open Discussion
1:58 PM - 2:00 PM Closing Remarks

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 3
LYMPHEDEMA
Moderators: Takaya Murayama, MD,PhD; Mark H. Meissner, MD; Anil P. Hingorani, MD

2:00 PM - 2:08 PM Outcomes for Phlebolymphededema and Non-Venous Etiologies of Secondary Lower 
Extremity Lymphedema: A Longitudinal Evaluation of Health-Related Quality of Life and 
Clinical Results  Frank T. Padberg, Jr., MD

2:08 PM - 2:16 PM Treatment Outcomes of Lymphatico-Venous Anastomosis for Lower Extremity 
Lymphoedema with Prevention of Venous Reflux  Shinsuke Akita, MD, PhD

2:16 PM - 2:24 PM Modified Brorson Liposuction Method for Upper and Lower Limb Lymphedema: 
A Structured Treatment Algorithm  Marek A. Paul, MD, PhD, Associate Professor 

2:24 PM - 2:32 PM Observation of Bidirectional Lymph Flow Dynamics at the Dermal Backflow Areas in 
Lymphedema Using Contrast-Enhanced Ultrasound  Takahiro Hirayama, MD

2:32 PM - 2:40 PM Segmental Pathophysiology from Magnetic Resonance Lymphography as the Basis for 
Lymphaticovenular Anastomosis Indication and Targeting  Fumio Onishi, MD, PhD

2:40 PM - 2:50 PM Photoacoustic Imaging for Lymphedema Surgery  Yushi Suzuki, MD, PhD

2:50 PM - 3:00 PM Is Lymphoscintigraphy Required to Make the Diagnosis of Lymphedema?  
Peter Gloviczki, MD, PhD 

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM Exhibit Hall Break  North/South Convention Lobby

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM Poster Presentations and Judging
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM SUMNER SESSION
3:35 PM - 3:40 PM AVF Research Updates: Jury 2  BK Lal

3:40 PM - 3:45 PM AVF Research Updates: Jury 3 plan  Glenn Jacobowitz, MD

3:45 PM - 3:50 PM AVF Research Updates: Antithrombotic Use Survey  Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD

All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2026 (continued)

3:50 PM - 3:55 PM AVF Research Updates: AVF Support of clinical trials  BK Lal, MD

3:55 PM - 4:00 PM AVF Research Updates: Discussion panel  
Moderators: Chandu Vemuri, MD; Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD

4:00 PM - 4:08 PM AVF Guidelines Updates: Venous Leg Ulcer  Alisha Oropallo, MD FACS, FSVS, FABWMS

4:08 PM - 4:16 PM AVF Guidelines Updates: Lymphedema  Thomas F. O’Donnell, MD

4:16 PM - 4:22 PM AVF Guidelines Updates: Upper Extremity DVT  Rafael Demarchi Malgor, MD, MBA

4:22 PM - 4:30 PM AVF Guidelines Updates: Discussion Panel  
Moderators: Alisha Oropallo, MD FACS, FSVS, FABWMS; Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH

4:30 PM - 5:15 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 4
SUPERFICIAL II  
Moderators: Ulka Sachdev-Ost, MD; Christine Shokrzadeh, MD; Kathleen D. Gibson, MD

4:30 PM - 4:36 PM QS Postoperative Outcomes of a Patient-Driven Strategy for Compression Stocking Use 
After Endovenous Thermal Ablation: A Prospective Observational Study  
Kilsoo Yie, MD PhD

4:36 PM - 4:42 PM QS Effect of Concomitant Phlebectomy Extent on Outcomes in C2 Disease: A Propensity 
ScoreMatching Study  Arom Shin, MD

4:42 PM - 4:48 PM QS Percutaneous Laser Ablation of Tributary Varicose Veins Using a Radial 2-Ring Slim Fiber: 
A Minimally Invasive Alternative to Stab Avulsion from a Japanese Single-Center Experience  
Junichi Utoh, MD, PhD

4:48 PM - 4:54 PM QS Living Network Meta‑Analysis of Non‑compounded Polidocanol 1% Endovenous 
Microfoam (Varithena™) Versus Endovenous Thermal Ablation  Lowell S. Kabnick, MD

4:54 PM - 5:00 PM QS Total Endovenous Laser Ablation With 1940-nm Laser Versus 1470-nm Laser: 
Superior Closure of Truncal Veins and Varicose Tributaries  Jan Szczepański, MD

5:00 PM - 5:06 PM QS Complications in Thermal Ablation Therapies with Diseased Iliac Veins  Olga Bakayev, MD

5:06 PM - 5:15 PM Algorithm for Diagnosis and Treatment of Labial Varicosities  
Aleksandra Jaworucka-Kaczorowska, MD

5:15 PM - 6:00 PM DOCTOR’S LOUNGE: 28-YEAR-OLD FEMALE WITH VULVAR VARICOSITIES 
INCREASING IN SIZE AFTER 2 DELIVERIES  
Moderator: Steve Elias, MD  
Panelists: Mark H. Meissner, MD; Gloria Salazar, MD; Julianne Stoughton, MD

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM WELCOME RECEPTION  North/South Convention Lobby

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026
7:30 AM - 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposia  Sponsored by Inari/Stryker  Grand Ballroom 1

7:30 AM - 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposia  Sponsored by Convatec  Windows

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 5
PULMONARY EMBOLISM
Moderators: Gloria Salazar, MD; Rabih Chaer, MD. MSc

8:30 AM - 8:38 AM Conditional Survival Probability of Submassive Pulmonary Embolism: Catheter-Directed 
Therapy vs Anticoagulant  Hind Anan, MD
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TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 (continued)

8:38 AM - 8:46 AM Thrombectomy Reduces Pulmonary Embolism Mortality but Unequal Access and Outcomes 
Persist byRace and Income  Brett D. Cohen, DO 

8:46 AM - 8:54 AM Technological Improvements in Aspiration Thrombectomy Decreases Hemorrhage and Saves 
Lives in PE Patients  Joshua Meredith, MD 

8:54 AM - 9:00 AM Discussion
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM PULMONARY EMBOLISM SESSION

Moderators: Gloria Salazar, MD; Rabih Chaer, MD. MSc
9:00 AM - 9:08 AM The Evidence for PE Intervention: Is There a Mortality Benefit and Does it Matter?  

Victor Tapson, MD 
9:08 AM - 9:16 AM Risk Stratification in Acute PE: How to Determine Who Will Benefit from Intervention and 

How to Treat Them in Time  Patrick Muck, MD 
9:16 AM - 9:24 AM PE Interventions. How I Do It.  Steven Abramowitz, MD
9:24 AM - 9:32 AM What is on the Horizon for PE Management?  Suresh Vedantham, MD
9:32 AM - 9:40 AM How to Start a Pulmonary Embolism Response Teams  Natalie D. Sridharan, MD

9:40 AM - 10:00 AM Panel Discussion
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Exhibit Hall Break  North/South Convention Lobby

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Poster Presentations and Judging
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM STRANDNESS KEYNOTE: FRONTIERS IN VENOUS LEG ULCER RESEARCH  

Sarah Onida, BSc (Hons), MD, PhD, FRCS 
11:00 AM - 12:10 PM PRESIDENT’S SESSION: OUR PATH FORWARD
11:00 AM - 11:05 AM JVSVLD Update  Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH 
11:05 AM - 11:10 AM AVF Development and VCC  Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH; Kathleen Ozsvath, MD 
11:10 AM - 11:15 AM Around the Venous World & International Committee  Rashad A. Bishara, MD RPVI MS FRCS 
11:15 AM - 11:20 AM SVS Update and President Elect  Linda Harris, MD 
11:20 AM - 11:25 AM AVLS President  Satish Vayuvegula
11:25 AM - 11:30 AM Presidential Citations  Joseph Raffetto, MD
11:30 AM - 11:40 AM Founders Awards

Presenters: Joann Lohr, MD; Fedor Lurie, MD, PhD, RPVI, RVT, FSVS; Julianne Stoughton MD
11:40 AM - 11:50 AM Introduction of the President  Mark D. Iafrati, MD
11:50 AM - 12:10 PM Presidential Address  Joseph Raffetto, MD 
12:15 PM - 1:15 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposia  Sponsored by Medtronic  Grand Ballroom 1

1:30 PM - 3:15 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 6
DEEP VEIN/PELVIC
Moderators: Steven Abramowitz, MD; Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh; Misaki Kiguchi, MD

1:30 PM - 1:38 PM Optimizing Outcomes of the Veno Valve in Patients with Chronic Venous Disease and Deep 
Venous Reflux: 2 Years Follow Up  Mikayla Lowenkamp, MD

1:38 PM - 1:46 PM Propensity Score Matched Comparison of 2-Year Outcomes in Isolated Femoropopliteal 
Deep Vein Thrombosis Treated with Mechanical Thrombectomy or Anticoagulation  
Steven Abramowitz, MD 

1:46 PM - 1:54 PM Perfusion Index as a Simple and Objective Method to Follow-up Patients after Deep Venous 
Stenting  Alperen K. YILDIRIM, MD

All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 (continued)

1:54 PM - 2:02 PM Nitinol Venous Stents Do Not Improve Iliac Vein Stenting Accuracy in Comparison to Elgiloy 
Stents  Anusha Jacob, DO 

2:02 PM - 2:10 PM Long-Term Clinical Effectiveness of Endovenous Interventions for Pelvic Venous Disorders  
Peter J. Pappas, MD 

2:10 PM - 2:18 PM An Interesting & Different Perspective of May Thurner Syndrome  Viren Sehgal, BS 

2:18 PM - 2:26 PM Debulking Inflow and Outflow Obstructions: Multicenter Analysis with Mechanical 
Thrombectomy Toolkit  Steven Abramowitz, MD

2:26 PM - 2:32 PM QS The Symptoms-Varices-Pathophysiology (SVP) Classification of Left Renal Vein 
Compression Disorders: A Proposed Framework for Nutcracker Syndrome  
Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA 

2:32 PM - 2:40 PM Tracking Endothelial Coverage of Deep Vein Stents Over Time Using Electron Microscopy  
Trevin Eggleston, BA 

2:40 PM - 2:48 PM Developmental Insights into Left Common Iliac Vein Compression: A Comparative Cadaveric 
Study in Fetuses and Adult  Miguel A. Amore, MD

2:48 PM - 2:56 PM Novel In Vivo Re-Thrombosis Model for the Testing of Venoplasty Balloons  
Oscar Moreno, MD 

2:56 PM - 3:06 PM Prognostic Value of a Classification System for Iliofemoral Stenting in Patients with Chronic 
Venous Obstruction  Houman Jalaie, MD

3:06 PM - 3:15 PM Mechanisms of Venous Stent Failure  Manj Gohel, MD 

3:15 PM - 4:15 PM INTERNATIONAL SESSION  
Moderators: Rashad A. Bishara, MD RPVI MS FRCS; Steve Elias, MD

3:15 PM - 3:25 PM KEYNOTE LECTURE: NEXT GENERATION STENTS
Cees H.A Wittens, MD, PhD

3:25 PM - 3:30 PM Debate & Discussion: Perforators in C5 & C6 Patients - IP Should Be Targeted & Ablated by 
Thermal or Glue  Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS 

3:30 PM - 3:35 PM Debate & Discussion: Perforators in C5 & C6 Patients - IP Could Be Closed a Side Product of 
UGFS Around the Ulcer  Paola Ortiz, MD

3:35 PM - 3:40 PM Debate & Discussion: Perforators in C5 & C6 Patients - IP Could Be Ignored, Until Deep 
Venous Obstruction & Superficial Venous Reflux Have Been Treated  Lowell S. Kabnick, MD

3:40 PM - 3:45 PM Discussion
3:45 PM - 3:52 PM Staged or Simultaneous Varicose Vein Treatment After Saphenous Vein Ablation  

Tomasz Urbanek, MD, PhD

3:52 PM - 3:59 PM Pigmentation After Foam or Cryo-laser Cryo-sclerotherapy for Lower Limb Reticular Veins: 
A Within-Patient Trial  Anelise Rodrigues, MD

3:59 PM - 4:06 PM Conservative Treatments Effectiveness on Chronic Venous Disease Symptoms and Quality 
of Life in Patients with Obesity: Results from the Vein Step Observational Study  
Alejandro J. Gonzalez Ochoa, MD 

4:06 PM - 4:13 PM Efficacy of Direct Radiofrequency Ablation System for Varicose Veins and Branch Varicosities
Takaya Murayama, MD, PhD 

4:13 PM - 4:15 PM Discussion and Closing Remarks
4:15 PM - 4:45 PM Break  Grand Ballroom Foyer
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026
7:30 AM - 8:15 AM Member Business Meeting
8:15 AM - 9:15 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposium  Sponsored by Urgo  Grand Ballroom 1

9:15 AM - 10:45 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION   8
VTE/IVC
Moderators: Arjun Jayaraj, MD; Julianne Stoughton, MD; Paola Ortiz, MD 

9:15 AM - 9:23 AM Artificial Intelligence Improves Bleeding Risk Prediction in Hospitalized Patients Being 
Considered for VTE Pharmacoprophylaxis  Brajesh K. Lal, MD

9:23 AM - 9:31 AM Signalling Pathway Predictors of Fibrosis from a Transcriptomic Analysis of Murine Venous 
Thrombosis  Benedict Turner, MBChB, BSc, FHEA, MRCS

9:31 AM - 9:39 AM Systemic Dexamethasone Ameliorates Venous Fibrosis in a Murine Venous Thrombosis 
Model  Benedict Turner, MBChB BSc FHEA MRCS

All sessions will be in Grand Ballroom 2 unless otherwise noted. All times listed in MT.

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 (continued)

4:15 PM - 4:45 PM Poster Presentations and Judging
4:45 PM - 5:45 PM SCIENTIFIC SESSION 7

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING
Moderators: Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS; Eric Hager, MD; 
Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS 

4:45 PM - 4:53 PM From Symptom Duration to Histologic Validation: Refining MRI Relaxation Time Biomarkers 
for Thrombus Chronicity in Deep Vein Thrombosis  Eniko Pomozi, MD

4:53 PM - 5:01 PM Femoral Vein Pulsatility Signals Right Sided Cardiovascular Pathology: 
Implications for Echocardiographic Screening  Mouhammad Halabi, MD 

5:01 PM - 5:09 PM Duplex Ultrasound versus Intravascular Ultrasound for Left Renal Vein Compression: 
A Comparative Analysis  Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA

5:09 PM - 5:15 PM QS Integrating Natural Language Processing and Computer Vision for Automated Venous 
Duplex Severity Scoring  Joseph D. Cutteridge, BM BCh

5:15 PM - 5:21 PM QS Outcomes and Economic Impact of Ultrasound Evaluation to Rule Out Deep Vein 
Thrombosis in a Multi-hospital Health System  Mateo Coppola, BS 

5:21 PM - 5:29 PM The Use of Thermal Imaging as a Diagnostic Tool in Superficial Venous Disease – Early Results  
Marwah Salih, MBBS MSc 

5:29 PM - 5:35 PM QS A Novel Venous Leg Ulcer Fluid Analysis Method for Rapid Metabolic Profiling  
Matthew Tan, MBBS BSc(Hons) PhD MRCS FHEA 

5:35 PM - 5:45 PM FORS Technology in Venous Disease  Stephen Black, MD, MBBCh 

5:45 PM - 6:30 PM DOCTOR’S LOUNGE: 56-YEAR-OLD SMOKER WITH DIABETES AND MEDIAL 
MALLEOLAR NON-HEALING ULCER FOR 3 MONTHS - NO PALPABLE PULSES ON EXAM
Moderator: William A. Marston, MD 
Panelists: Nasim Hedayati, MD, MAS, DFSVS, FACS; Manj Gohel, MD; Matthew Menard, MD 

7:00 PM - 10:30 PM APRÈS AVF CELEBRATION  Grand Ballroom 1
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 (continued)

9:39 AM - 9:47 AM Trends in Inferior Vena Cava Filter Placement and Retrieval in the Vascular Quality Initiative 
Inferior Vena Cava Filter Registry  Jonathan R. Krebs, MD 

9:47 AM - 9:55 AM Breaking the Blockage: Advancing Treatment Strategies for Upper Extremity Deep Vein 
Thrombosis  Suchit Chidurala, BSA 

9:55 AM - 10:03 AM Caprini Score Based VTE Risk Assessment in Vascular Surgery Patients: A Prospective 
Single-Center Study  Bartosz J. Kończyk, MD

10:03 AM - 10:11 AM Inferior Vena Cava Filter Use and Rates of Deep Venous Thrombosis in High-Risk 
Oncological Patients Undergoing Abdominopelvic Surgery  Mohyee Ayouty, MD 

10:11 AM - 10:19 AM Disparities of IVC Filter Insertion and Retrieval in the Vascular Quality Initiative (VQI)  
Matthew Pergamo, MD, RPVI 

10:19 AM - 10:29 AM Hypercoagulable Workup and Considerations after VTE  Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD 

10:29 AM - 10:39 AM What are the Gaps in Anticoagulation Therapy?  Gaurav Parmar, MD, MPH

10:39 AM - 10:45 AM Discussion
10:45 AM - 11:53 AM Awards Session
10:45 AM - 10:50 AM 2024 Basic Science Grant Awardee Presentation

Matthew Tan, MBBS BSc(Hons) PhD MRCS FHEA 

10:50 AM - 10:55 AM 2025 Basic Science Grant Awardee Presentation  Aatira Vijay, PhD 

10:55 AM - 10:58 AM 2026 Basic Science Grant Award Winner
10:58 AM - 11:06 AM Juzo Panel of Past Winners  Panelists: Arjun Jayaraj, MD; Mikel Sadek, MD; 

Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS 

11:06 AM - 11:09 AM 2026 Juzo Traveling Fellowship Award Winners
11:09 AM - 11:14 AM 2024 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Awardee Presentation  Mary S. Lin, MD 

11:14 AM - 11:19 AM 2025 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Awardee Presentation  Andrew Huang, Dr 

11:19 AM - 11:22 AM 2026 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Award Winner
11:22 AM - 11:27 AM 2024 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Awardee Presentation  Aatira Vijay, PhD 

11:27 AM - 11:32 AM 2025 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Awardee Presentation  
Katherine Hekman, MD PhD 

11:32 AM - 11:35 AM 2026 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Winner
11:35 AM - 11:43 AM EVF 1st Place Abstract: Reflux Patterns of Lower Limb Varicose Veins Originating from 

the Pelvis  Joana Storino, Medical Doctor, Mater of Science 

11:43 AM - 11:45 AM AVF 2026 Case Competition Winner
11:45 AM - 11:47 AM AVF 2026 2nd Place Poster Winner
11:47 AM - 11:49 AM AVF 2026 Top Poster Winner
11:49 AM - 11:51 AM AVF 2026 2nd Place Oral Presentation Winner
11:51 AM - 11:53 AM AVF 2026 Top Oral Presentation Winner
11:53 AM - 12:00 PM Closing Remarks
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Posters

1 Factor Xa Inhibitors and Venous Thrombosis  Keerti Chakravarthy

2 Ablation-Related Thrombus Extension Following Endovenous Treatment of Chronic Venous 
Insufficiency in Octogenarians and Nonagenarians  Mitali Doshi

3 Determinants of Venous Thromboembolism Guideline and Risk Assessment Tools Use:  
A Cross-Sectional Survey of UK Clinicians  Alun Davies

4 Impact of Hyponatremia and Obesity on Mortality and Inferior Vena Cava Filter Placement in Acute  
Deep Vein Thrombosis  Brett Cohen

5 Anticoagulants and pregnancy  Aarav Gupta, Om Joshi 

6 Sports injuries and venous thrombosis  Keerti Chakravarthy, Nila Jayakumar

7 Environmental factors affecting venous thrombosis  Aarav Keskar, Srishti Sawant

8 Management of Challenging Inferior Vena Cava Filter Retrievals: Technical Strategies and Case Experience  
Elizabeth Valenzuela Aviles

9 Meta-Analysis of VA-ECMO for Treatment of Acute, Massive Pulmonary Embolism  
Kerry Pullano, Stephanie Paz

10 Localized Late-Onset Primary Lymphedema: An Emerging Underdiagnosed Condition?  Miguel Amore

11 A Network Meta-Analysis Comparing Interventions Used To Manage Venous Leg Ulcers  Shruti Das

12 The impact of race, socioeconomic status, and sex on the severity of venous disease  Jessica Bowie

13 Complex Decongestive Therapy for Lymphedema Using Japanese Products  Shinobu Matsubara

14 A new AI architecture for venous treatment and management support  Benedict Turner

15 The Role of Flavonoids in Dark Chocolates in Reducing Venous Thrombosis: Try it, you will like it, 
and thank it!  Isha Jayakumar, Shruti Sunil 

16 Evolving Interest in Venous Insufficiency: Insights from Twenty Years of Online Search Trends  Eric Chuang

17 How Insurance Type Affects Duplex Ultrasound Wait Times and DVT Diagnosis in the 
Emergency Room Setting  Justin Wang

18 Glue Sclerotherapy for Reticular Veins ≤5 mm Using Glubran 2: Safety and Efficacy in 20 Patients  
Abdalla Omira

19 Venous Malformations: Thrombotic Complications and Translational Challenges From Bench to Bedside  
Miguel Amore

20 Treatment of Symptomatic Residual Truncal Vein Reflux with Non-Thermal Ablation  Nagaharini Venkoba Rao

21 Preserved venous valve morphology 30 days after mechanical thrombectomy using ClotTriever 
in a chronic ovine model  Adam Gwozdz

22 Correlation Between SFDI Biomarkers and Clinical Severity in Venous Disease  Alisha Oropallo

23 Mixed Peripheral Venous and Arterial Disease Patients Present with More Advanced Disease, 
but Venous Treatment Remains Safe and Effective  Keval Ray

24 Exploring the link between Chronic Venous Disease and Neuropathy: A Systematic review  Vritika Ravisangar

25 Venaseal Closure in Patients with Higher BMI  Lauren Wikholm

26 Systematic Review of Devices, Designs, and Trials for the Treatment of Deep Venous Reflux  Stephanie Li
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Posters

27 Hybrid Management of Chronic Pelvic Pain Secondary to a Duplicated Cava and Left Common Iliac Vein 
Compression with Simultaneous Transposition of the Duplicated Cava and Left Common Iliac Vein Stenting  
Jake Hemingway

28 Variations in Antithrombotic Therapy Following Iliofemoral Venous Stenting  Eri Fukaya

29 Sclerotherapy for micro Arterio Venous Fistulas -5th report-  Takaya Murayama

30 Sub-Stent Recanalization and Endovenous Bypass for Treatment of Symptomatic Chronic 
Iliofemoral Venous Stent Occlusions  Jake Hemingway

31 Membranous Near-Occlusion of the Infra-Atrial Inferior Vena Cava: A Rare Cause of Chronic 
Venous Ulceration Treated with Balloon Angioplasty  Pharis Sasa

32 Non-thrombotic Iliac Vein Compression in a Patient with Duplicated Inferior Vena Cava  Eric Chuang

33 The mixed cartilage-bone genotype of post-thrombotic tissue in a murine venous thrombosis model
Benedict Turner

34 Parity-Related Pain Patterns in Nutcracker Syndrome: Implications for Surgical Outcomes  Nicole Wetoska

Thank You
Day of Service Sponsors
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AVF Through the Years

Year President Annual Meeting 
Location

Program
Chair

Strandness
Keynote Speaker

1989 John J. Bergan, MD New Orleans, LA
1990 Norman M. Rich, MD Coronado, CA Hugo Partsch, MD
1991 Lazar J. Greenfield, MD Fort Lauderdale, FL Thomas F. O'Donnell, MD Jack Hirsh, MD
1992 Michael Hume, MD Coronado, CA Anthony J. Comerota, MD G. W. Schmid-Schonbein, MD
1993 George Johnson Jr., MD Lake Buena Vista, FL David L. Rollins, MD Olav Thulesius, MD, PhD
1994 James A. DeWeese, MD Wailea, Maui, HI Anthony J. Comerota, MD Andrew W. Nicolaides, MD, FRCS
1995 Robert W. Hobson II, MD Fort Lauderdale, FL Hugh Beebe, MD Philip D. Coleridge Smith, MD, FRCS
1996 Robert L. Kistner, MD San Diego, CA James O. Menzoian, MD Ermenegildo A. Enrici, MD
1997 James S.T. Yao, MD San Antonio, TX Frank J. Padberg, Jr, MD Professor Kevin G. Burnand, MD
1998 D. Eugene Strandness, MD Lake Buena Vista, FL Frank J. Padberg, Jr, MD David Bergquist, MD, PhD
1999 Thomas F. O'Donnell, MD Dana Point, CA Thomas W. Wakefield, MD David Robinson, PhD
2000 David S. Sumner, MD Phoenix, AZ Thomas W. Wakefield, MD Professor Sir Norman Browse, MD
2001 Anthony J. Comerota, MD Ft. Myers, FL E. John Harris, Jr, MD Professor C.V. Ruckley, MD
2002 Gregory L. Moneta, MD La Jolla, CA Mark A. Mattos, MD Professor Alfred Bollinger, MD
2003 Peter Gloviczki, MD Cancun, Mexico Joann M. Lohr, MD Professor Claudio Allegra, MD
2004 Frank T. Padberg, MD Orlando, FL Thom W. Rooke, MD Professor Eberhard Rabe, MD
2005 Bo G. Eklof, MD San Diego, CA Joann M. Lohr, MD Michel R. Perrin, MD
2006 Thomas W. Wakefield, MD Miami, FL Peter J. Pappas, MD Pan Ganguly, MD
2007 Michael C. Dalsing, MD San Diego, CA Peter N. Neglen, MD Robert L. Kistner, MD
2008 Mark H. Meissner, MD Charleston, SC Joseph D. Raffetto, MD Thomas O’Donnell, Jr., MD
2009 Joann M. Lohr, MD Phoenix, AZ Lowell Kabnick, MD O. William Brown, MD
2010 Joseph A. Caprini, MD Amelia Island, FL David L. Gillespie, MD Manuel Monreal Bosch, MD
2011 Peter J. Pappas, MD San Diego, CA Peter Henke, MD David C. Zawieja, PhD
2012 Seshadri Raju, MD Orlando, FL Nicos Labropoulos, PhD Paolo Pandoni, MD, PhD
2013 Robert McLafferty, MD Phoenix, AZ Nicos Labropoulos, PhD Susan R. Kahn, MD
2014 Peter Henke, MD New Orleans, LA Antonios Gasparis, MD Alberto Smith, PhD
2015 Fedor Lurie, MD Palm Springs, CA Colleen J. Moore, MD Andrei L. Kindzelski, MD, PhD
2016 John Blebea, MD Orlando, FL Harold Welch, MD Professor Alun H. Davies, MA
2017 Lowell S. Kabnick, MD New Orleans , LA Suresh Vedantham, MD Peter Gloviczki, MD
2018 Marc A. Passman, MD Tuscon, AZ Glenn Jacobowitz, MD Peter Lawrence, MD
2019 Elna Masuda, MD Ranchero Mirage, CA Ellen Dillavou, MD Mark Meissner, MD
2020 Brajesh K. Lal, MD Amelia Island, FL Patrick Muck, MD Andrew W. Nicolaides, MD, FRCS
2021 Harold Welch, MD Virtual Kathleen Ozsvath, MD Professor Andrew W. Bradbury, MD
2022 Antonios Gasparis, MD Orlando, FL Makis Avgerinos, MD Joseph Raffetto, MD 
2023 William Marston, MD San Antonio, TX Mikel Sadek, MD Donna Mendes, MD
2024 Glenn Jacobowitz, MD Tampa, FL Arjun Jayaraj, MD Brajesh K. Lal, MD
2025 Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH Atlanta, GA Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD Joann Lohr, MD
2026 Joseph Raffetto, MD Denver, CO Misaki Kiguchi, MD, MBA, FACS

Julianne Stoughton MD,  
FACS, DABVLM

Sarah Onida, BSc (Hons), 
MD, PhD, FRCS
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Consent for Phlebectomy / Vein Excision 
TO THE PATIENT: You have the right, as a patient, to be informed about your condition 
and the recommended surgical, medical, or diagnostic procedure to be used so that you may 
make the decision whether or not to undergo the procedure after knowing the risks and 
hazards involved. This disclosure is not meant to scare or alarm you; it is simply an effort to 
make you better informed so you may give or withhold your consent to the procedure. 

I authorize Dr.   and his/her associates/assistants and other healthcare providers he/she 
deems necessary, to treat my condition, varicose veins, using phlebectomy/vein excision of my:    � Right leg     � Left leg 

I have been informed about chronic venous disease and its consequences ranging from the cosmetic appearance of varicose 
veins, leg discomfort and swelling, to possible leg ulcer development. I understand that varicose veins and chronic venous 
insufficiency (CVI) are not life- or limb-threatening and not undergoing this treatment generally will not cause further harm nor 
pose a greater risk to my health. However, not getting treatment may allow my condition to worsen. After assessing conservative 
treatment, my physician has explained that the proposed treatment is recommended to improve my quality of life and reduce or 
eliminate the consequences of varicose veins and CVI. I recognize that venous disease is a chronic condition and new vein 
problems may develop over time which may require further treatment. 

Procedure: The procedure involves multiple small skin incisions (small cuts usually about 1/4 inch long), through which the 
varicose veins are removed. The number of cuts depends on the extent of varicose veins present. This procedure may be done 
alone, or in combination with other procedures to treat other veins in my leg(s). 

 
Treatment Options: If I choose not to have the procedure, I am not at any great risk. I may, however, continue to have 
discomfort in the varicose veins, or develop complications from venous insufficiency, including leg swelling, discoloration, and 
potentially ulcers. I understand that there are possible alternative treatments, including 1) medical management - prescription 
compression stockings, 2) sclerotherapy (chemical ablation), and 3) vein ablation procedures (laser, radiofrequency, glue.) 

 
Risks: I realize that there are risks related to this procedure, which include, but are not limited to: 

1. bruising, discoloration, and pain at the incision site 
2. skin infection, ulcer or scar if the incisions do not heal properly 
3. bleeding or hematoma (collection of blood under the skin) 
4. inflammation of an adjacent vein with resulting pain, tenderness and redness (phlebitis) 
5. deep vein thrombosis and/or pulmonary embolism (clot in a deep vein and/or lungs) 
6. nerve injury, temporary or permanent 
7. allergic reaction to anesthetics 
8. missed veins or recurrence of varicose veins (the removed veins will not come back, but others may develop) 

Benefits: This procedure may decrease the discomfort or pain from the varicose veins and may provide an improved cosmetic 
appearance of my leg(s). However, venous disease is a chronic problem and new varicose veins will likely develop over time. 
Additional or alternative treatments may be required. I understand that no guarantee has been made that the procedure will 
improve and or entirely fix my condition. No treatment for varicose veins is successful 100% of the time. 
 
Freedom from potential complications of this procedure are not guaranteed. I have had sufficient opportunity to discuss my 
condition and proposed treatment, and all my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I believe that I have adequate 
knowledge on which to base an informed consent for treatment. 
 
I do �    do not � consent to taking photographs/videos for use regarding my care and for educational or scientific purposes. 
 
I do �    do not  �    consent to having device representatives (medical equipment company personnel) present during the 
procedure to assist with any technical questions regarding the device being used. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        
PATIENT SIGNATURE                                                                            WITNESS 
 
I have informed the patient of the available alternatives for treatment of the superficial leg or saphenous veins, and of the potential 
risks, complications and results that may occur. 
 
                                                                                              
PHYSICIAN SIGNATURE                                                                       DATE 

 

Patient Name: ____________________________________ 

DOB: __________________________________________ 

MRN: __________________________________________ 

PATIENT EDUCATION BROCHURES 
The AVF Patient Education Committee 
produced seven educational brochures to 
help you better serve your patients. Each 
trifold brochure covers a particular topic or 
treatment:
•	 Varicose Veins
•	 Phlebectomy
•	 Sclerotherapy
•	 Non-Thermal Ablation
•	 Thermal Ablation
•	 Venous Ulcers
•	 Lymphedema
Written by leading venous experts, these 
brochures summarize scientific information 
while incorporating common language so 
patients may easily understand the topic. 
Each includes a description of the medical 
condition being treated, a description of the 
treatment, the benefits and risks of specific 
treatments, and the treatment process.

“In our practice, we provide patients with a treatment 
plan folder that includes information about their 
procedure, a consent form, and AVF brochures about 
vein disease and their specific treatment modality.  
We also supplement this with Spanish versions of the 
AVF brochures for our Spanish-speaking patients. 
Our patients, their caregivers, and our staff really 
like this. I would encourage you to think about doing 
something similar in your practice.”

Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
Associate Dean, Educational Affairs
Office of Educational Affairs
Professor, Department of Surgery
John Sealy School of Medicine
University of Texas Medical Branch

Están  
disponibles 
en español. 
Available  

in Spanish!

LEARN ABOUT  VARICOSE VEINS & VENOUS DISEASEWhat is Venous Disease? Varicose veins and chronic venous insufficiency 

(CVI) occur when blood pools in the leg, which causes an increase in pressure in 

the veins. This often happens when the vein valves are not functioning properly.

Who is Prone to  Venous Disease?
Symptoms

How is  
Venous Disease  Diagnosed?

CONSERVATIVE TREATMENTS• Leg elevation
• Exercise
• Weight loss
•  Compression stockings

Your doctor will speak with you about your treatment options.

PROCEDURAL TREATMENTS• Sclerotherapy
• Phlebectomy
• Ablations
•  Other procedures

Ultrasound is a painless, noninvasive test to diagnose venous disease.

•  Varicose Veins/Spider Veins
•  Aching 
•  Burning
•  Cramps
•  Throbbing 
•  Discoloration
•  Heaviness
•  Itching 
•  Swelling
•  Pain
•  Ulcer

•  Genetic predisposition• Obesity
• Female gender• Pregnancy
• Aging
•  Prolonged standing and/or sitting

What are Vein Valves?
Can Venous Disease be Treated?

Valves are thin 
flaps of tissue 
oriented to 
direct the  
blood toward 

the heart.

When valves aren’t properly functioning  blood starts flowing  in the wrong direction  toward the feet.

This educational material was developed with patients in mind. You can find more 

information about varicose veins and venous disease in The Healthy Veins Book, 

available for purchase in the ShopAVF Store. Learn more at VeinPatient.org.
venousforum.org @VenousForum

PRACTICE RESOURCES FROM THE AMERICAN VENOUS FORUM
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THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK

THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK WILL PROVIDE YOUR PATIENTS THE ANSWERS 

THEY NEED ABOUT THEIR VEIN DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT.

• 40 comprehensive chapters organized into 3 main sections: Varicose Veins, Deep Vein  

Disease – Blood Clots, and Leg Swelling

• Edited and written by leading practitioners

• Straightforward, patient-friendly language

• Frequently asked questions

• Many 4-color photos and drawings of anatomy, conditions, and treatment techniques

• Comprehensive index and glossary

Use this code to connect to  

Shop AVF at venousforum.org  

to pre-order The Healthy Veins 

Book: Understanding Varicose  

Veins and Leg Swelling.

Orders will Ship in January 2023.
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K Understanding  
Varicose Veins and  
Leg Swelling

THE HEALTHY  
VEINS BOOK

Editor:   John Blebea, MD, MBA, FACS 

American Venous Forum

venousforum.org

PRE-ORDER NOW!
SAVE MORE THAN 30%  
when you pre-order by 12/31/22. 

 

© 2020, American Venous Forum. 
 

Consent for ClariVein® - Mechanochemical Vein Ablation (MOCA)  
TO THE PATIENT: You have the right, as a patient, to be informed about your condition 
and the recommended surgical, medical, or diagnostic procedure to be used so that you may 
make the decision whether or not to undergo the procedure after knowing the risks and 
hazards involved. This disclosure is not meant to scare or alarm you; it is simply an effort  
to make you better informed so you may give or withhold your consent to the procedure. 
 

I hereby authorize Dr._______________________ and his/her associates/assistants and other healthcare providers he/she deems 
necessary, to close my:   � Right     � Left     � Great    � Small    � Accessory    � saphenous vein(s) using ClariVein® MOCA 
procedure. 
 
It has been explained to me that I suffer from chronic venous insufficiency (CVI). CVI of the superficial veins is largely the result 
of abnormal vein valve function which results in the leg veins failing to efficiently drain the blood from the legs. The accumulation 
of extra blood in the legs leads to vein distension and the leakage of fluid from the veins into the surrounding tissue. This leads to 
symptoms and signs of CVI which include, in part, the following: 1) leg heaviness or calf ache after standing or sitting for 
prolonged periods, 2) swelling of the ankle and/or calf, 3) varicose veins which are large, visible veins under the skin, 4) venous 
ulcers, and 5) bleeding veins in the legs. It has been explained to me that the superficial vein ablation technique closes the 
great/small/accessory saphenous veins so that the leaking valves no longer exist. This should reduce the pressure in my lower veins 
and thus relieve many of my symptoms. The blood from the closed vein is rerouted to the deep veins. I understand the MOCA 
procedure does not include the actual removal of the varicose veins, which may still be visible and may need further treatment. 
 
Procedure: The ablation technique involves placing a needle and a catheter into the superficial vein under sterile conditions. Local 
anesthesia is used to numb the skin so that placement of the catheter does not hurt. The catheter is positioned near to where the 
superficial vein empties into the deep veins. The MOCA device then spins inside the vein delivering a medication, called a 
sclerotherapy agent, which “ablates” or closes the vein using both mechanical and chemical damage to injure the inside lining of 
the vein to cause it to close. 
 
Treatment Options: There are generally no major risks if I elect not to have treatment. I am aware that alternative treatments 
exist and can include no treatment, compression, surgery to ligate and/or remove the veins, thermal or adhesive endovenous 
ablation, and sclerotherapy (chemical ablation). 
 
Risks: I have also been advised of the risks of this procedure which may include, but are not limited to: 

1. failure to access/close the vein or the vein later reopening 
2. inflammation of the treated vein with resulting pain, tenderness and redness (phlebitis) 
3. skin bruising / discoloration / darkened pigmentation along the length of the treated vein 
4. deep vein thrombosis and/or pulmonary embolism (clot in a deep vein and/or lungs) 
5. nerve injury, temporary or permanent  
6. bleeding / infection / scar formation at the puncture site 
7. allergic reaction to anesthetics 

Benefits: The benefits of this treatment, namely improvement or resolution of the signs and symptoms listed above, have been 
explained to me. It has also been explained that if I choose to not treat my condition, I may or may not have progression of 
symptoms and tissue damage in my leg(s) and that the condition has the potential to make my leg(s) worse over time. 

 
Freedom from potential complications of this procedure are not guaranteed. I have had sufficient opportunity to discuss my 
condition and proposed treatment, and all my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I believe that I have adequate 
knowledge on which to base an informed consent for treatment. 
 
I do �    do not � consent to taking photographs/videos for use regarding my care and for educational or scientific purposes. 
 
I do �    do not  �    consent to having device representatives (medical equipment company personnel) present during the 
procedure to assist with any technical questions regarding the device being used. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        
PATIENT SIGNATURE                                                                            WITNESS 
 
I have informed the patient of the available alternatives for treatment of the superficial leg or saphenous veins, and of the potential 
risks, complications and results that may occur. 
 
                                                                                             
PHYSICIAN SIGNATURE                                                                       DATE 

Patient Name: ____________________________________ 

DOB: __________________________________________ 

MRN: __________________________________________ 
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$3,500+
Dr. Joseph Raffetto

$2,500+
Dr. Glenn Jacobowitz
Dr. Kathleen Ozsvath
Dr. Mark Iafrati
Dr. Ruth Bush

$1,500+
Dr. Lowell Kabnick
John Forbes

$1,000+
Dr. Alvaro Orrego
Dr. Julianne Stoughton
Dr. Mona Li
Dr. Patrick Muck
Dr. Rishad Bishara
Dr. Robert Attaran
Dr. Takaya Murayama
Dr. Tomasz Urbanek
Dr. Windsor Ting
Allison and Mark DeGroff

$500+
Dr. Eri Fukaya
Dr. Jose Azpoazu
Dr. Micheal Dalsing
Dr. Mikel Sadek
Dr. Paola Ortiz
Dr. Shoaib Padaria
Dr. Suat Doganci

$250+
Dr. Anil Hingorani
Dr. Todd Simon

$100+
Dr. Alisha Oropallo
Dr. Nadjib Bouayed
Dr. James Isobe
Dr. John White
Dr. Loay Kabbani

$50+
Dr. Lourdes Reina

They invite you to Give Today and join 
them in supporting Venous Excellence!

Special Thanks to Our Individual Contributors
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Thank You
$75k

$50k

$25k

This fund supports the mission of the AVF, which includes our four pillars—Education, Research, Guidelines, and Advocacy. 
Unrestricted contributions to this fund, directly impacts the AVF’s ability to award scholarships, develop and disseminate 
clinical practice guidelines, conduct needed research, and advocate on behalf of our members, industry and the patients we 
serve. The AVF is grateful for all the supporters of the HVHL fund.





PRACTICE RESOURCES FROM THE AMERICAN VENOUS FORUM

THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK
THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK WILL PROVIDE YOUR 
PATIENTS THE ANSWERS THEY NEED ABOUT THEIR 
VEIN DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT.
•	 40 comprehensive chapters, written by 53 nationally recognized venous 

experts, organized into sections on: Varicose Veins, Deep Vein Disease, 
Blood Clots, Treatment and Prevention, and Special Vein Conditions

•	 Edited and written by leading practitioners
•	 Straightforward, patient-friendly language
•	 Frequently asked questions
•	 More than 150 color photos and drawings  

of anatomy, conditions, and treatment techniques
•	 Comprehensive index and glossary
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Understanding  
Varicose Veins and  
Leg Swelling

THE HEALTHY  
VEINS BOOK

Editor:   John Blebea, MD, MBA, FACS 
American Venous Forum

venousforum.org

ORDER TODAY!
Use this QR code to connect to Shop AVF  
at venousforum.org to order The Healthy Veins Book: 
Understanding Varicose Veins and Leg Swelling.

ALSO AVAILABLE 
ON AMAZON!

The American Venous Forum believes 
every patient deserves the best vein 
and lymphatic care.
Every day, we educate physicians & 
patients, advocate for appropriate 
patient care and support research to 
improve this care.
Patient lives improve when physicians 
are empowered to provide the best 
care possible!
Your charitable donation will help 
increase education and awareness 
of venous disease among healthcare 
professionals.

www.venousforum.org/about-us/donate/
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2026 VENOUS
CHAMPIONS

Thank You
Diamond

Platinum

Bronze

Gold Silver

This category includes research grants, total annual meeting support, webinars, eblasts, research awareness 
and enrollment support campaigns, VECC, PeVD Summit, scholarships for attendees, and educational grants. 
This total is exclusive of the HVHL unrestricted contribution. The AVF is incredibly grateful to work year after year 
with the following companies, our closest strategic partners, in promoting global venous and lymphatic health.



31February 28-March 4, 2026

Sheraton Downtown • Denver, Colorado

#AVF2026 #VLstrongertogether

Thank You
2026 Exhibitors

A PRC Medical Company



Pelvic 
Venous 

Disorders 
Summit

Hosted by the AVF 

June 27-28, 2026
Chicago, Illinois

Your home for on-demand educational content designed 
to improve care for venous & lymphatic patients.



33February 28-March 4, 2026

Sheraton Downtown • Denver, Colorado

#AVF2026 #VLstrongertogether

Notes

Thank You
APP/PIT Hands-On Workshop Sponsors
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AVF 2026 managed by veritasamc.com


