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Welcome

Welcome to VENOUS2025, the 37th Annual Meeting of the American Venous Forum. 

On behalf of the AVF Board of Directors, we would like to thank the entire Program 
Committee, and the AVF staff for their tireless dedication in helping execute an exciting and 
educational program featuring cutting edge science and experts from around the world. We 
are thrilled to be in Atlanta for the first time, a beautiful city with strong roots, steeped in 
history, and offering southern hospitality!! The meeting will be an opportunity to interact and 
network with peers as well as meet new colleagues and collaborators.

The theme of this year’s meeting is: Together for Venous Care. It highlights patient care as 
the ultimate focus of the science, research, and collaborations that occur in the society.  

The scientific sessions are theme-based (i.e., wound, lymphedema, health disparities, deep 
venous, superficial venous, VTE, etc.), with separate early programs for Advanced Practice 
Providers and Physicians-in-Training and Early Career physicians. New to VENOUS2025 are 
“The Doctor’s Lounge” sessions. These are clinical case-based sessions led by a panel of 
international venous and lymphatic experts that will engage the audience in discussion and 
sharing of best practices and treatments. A dedicated session on collaboration for venous 
care will highlight the successes and barriers of bridging research efforts across multiple 
institutions.  We have introduced a session on novel technology and emerging studies to 
bring to the audience innovations that are being developed and questions that are being 
addressed by clinical trials that are early in recruitment. Paired with the late breaking trials 
session, the last day of VENOUS2025 will bring the audience up to date on the latest 
developments in the venous world. Finally, you cannot miss the celebration of the meeting 
with a “Night of Southern Hospitality” to have fun and make new friends.  

We will offer a hybrid model with both in-person and virtual options for attendance. We 
welcome all, but hope that you will join us in person as we celebrate the excellent research, 
clinical expertise, and collegiality that are hallmarks of the AVF Annual Meeting. 

Welcome to Atlanta!

Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
President, 
American Venous Forum

Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD
Program Chair, 
American Venous Forum
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President
Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
President Elect
Joseph Raffetto, MD
Vice President
Mark Iafrati, MD
Treasurer
Steve Elias, MD, FACS,  
DFAVF, DABVLM
Secretary, Administrative 
Council Chair
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

Chair
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MS
Past Chair
Arjun Jayaraj, MD, FACS
Co-Chair Elect
Misaki Kiguchi, MD
Co-Chair Elect
Julianne Stoughton, MD, FACS

AVF Board of Directors

Annual Program Committee

Past President
Glenn R. Jacobowitz, MD, 
FACS, RVT
Education Councilor
Alessandra Puggioni, MD
Membership Councilor
Windsor Ting, MD
Research Councilor
Andrea Obi, MD
Communications Councilor/
Archivist
Mikel Sadek, MD

Recorder
Arjun Jayaraj, MD, FACS
Director
Jose Diaz, MD
Director
Misaki Kiguchi, MD
Director
Patrick Muck, MD
Director
Jorge Ulloa, MD

Sheila Blumberg, MD, MS
John Carson, MD, FACS, RPVI
Rabih Chaer, MD
David Dexter, MD
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Nasim Hedayati, MD
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Don’t Miss These Special Events & Poster Session!

6:00pm – 7:30pm  Opening Reception in Exhibit Hall

10:30am – 11:00am Strandness Keynote: VENOUS - ON the SHOULDERS of GIANTS!!  
 Joann M. Lohr, MD
3:00pm – 4:15pm Poster Session
6:45pm – 10:45pm AVF Night of Southern Hospitality

Monday, February 17

Tuesday, February 18

Leadership
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VENOUS2025 Official Event APP
•	 Explore	the	professional profiles	of	event	speakers	
and	attendees

•	 Send	in-app messages	and	exchange contact info

•	 Network and find attendees	with	common	affiliations,	
educations,	shared	networks,	and	social	profiles

•	 Receive	update notifications	from	organizers

•	 Access	the	event agenda,	GPS	guidance,	maps,	and	
parking	directions	at	your	fingertips

Get Whova from the App Store or 
Google Play.

Please sign up for the app with your 
social media account or email

Download

Download Whova and take your event mobile.

Questions? Please contact Patrick Kelly at patrick@veritasamc.com.
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Industry Sponsored Scientific Symposia
(Non-CME)

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM  
DVT and Advanced Venous Disease: What the 
Latest Data and Innovation Tells Us  
Adam Gwozdz, MD, PhD; Karem Harth, MD

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  
The Future of Thrombectomy: How Computer-Assisted Vacuum 
Thrombectomy (CAVT) is Revolutionizing VTE & PE Management  
Patrick Muck, MD; Kush Desai, MD; Dejah Judelson, MD

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM  
Integrating Chemical Ablation Into Your Practice:  
A Case-Based Approach Using Varithena™  
Keith Sterling, MD (Moderator);
JC Jimenez, MD; Misaki Kiguchi, MD; Mikel Sadek, MD

7:30 AM – 8:20 AM  
Advancing Peripheral & Pulmonary Thrombus Treatment: Current & 
Future Uses of a Novel, User-Controlled Power Aspiration Device

8:15 AM – 9:15 AM  
Putting Patients First: Challenging Case Reviews by Venous Experts  
Patrick Muck, MD (Moderator);  
Eric Hager, MD; Mikel Sadek, MD

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Which Comes First? Decoding Treatment  
Priorities in Venous Disease  
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD (Moderator); 
Karem Harth, MD; Misaki Kiguchi, MD; Eric Hager, MD

Sunday, February 16

Monday, February 17

Tuesday, February 18

Wednesday, February 19
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Meeting Space

Registration & Information
Breaks (Sunday)
Poster Session
APP & Physician-in-Training Joint Reception

Windsor Ballroom Foyer

Exhibit Hall Windsor Ballroom ABC
APP Sessions
APP PIT Joint Session (Saturday)
Industry Sponsored Symposiums
Case Competition & Happy Hour
AVF Night of Southern Hospitality

Windsor Ballroom DE

Speaker Ready Windsor Office
Physician-in-Training Sessions
Doctor’s Lounge 3

Trippe II & III

General Sessions
Doctor’s Lounge 1 & 2 

Venetian Ballroom

APP PIT Joint Session (Sunday) Hope I, II, III

Windsor 
Ballroom
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2025
1:00 PM – 2:45 PM APP & PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING JOINT SESSION: ULTRASOUND  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderator: Steve Elias, MD
Ultrasonographers: Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT; Roberto Rodriguez

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM Break  Windsor Ballroom Foyer

3:00 PM – 3:55 PM PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING SESSION: SUPERFICIAL & DEEP  Trippe II & III

Moderator: Robert R. Attaran, M.D

3:00 PM – 3:10 PM Superficial: Primary Reflux  Robert R. Attaran, MD

3:10 PM – 3:20 PM Superficial: Difficult Case  Pamela Kim, MD

3:20 PM – 3:30 PM Deep: Post-thrombotic  Nii-Kabu Kabutey, MD

3:30 PM – 3:40 PM Deep: Combined Superficial & Deep Disease  Robert R. Attaran, MD

3:40 PM – 3:55 PM Discussion

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM APP SESSION: GUIDELINES  Windsor Ballroom DE 
Moderators: Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC; Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT

3:00 PM – 3:10 PM How to Sort Through Payer Issues  Harold J. Welch, MD

3:10 PM – 3:20 PM Review of the Guidelines for Ultrasound  Alyssa Fluty, BA, RDMS, RVT

3:20 PM – 3:30 PM Q&A/Panel

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM APP SESSION: LEG EDEMA  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderators: Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP; Lorraine Loretz, DPM, MSN, NP

3:30 PM – 3:45 PM Differential Diagnosis of Leg Edema  Kristan Probeck, ANP-C

3:45 PM – 4:00 PM Work Up of the Swollen Leg  Sarah Rosenberger, CRNP

4:00 PM – 4:15 PM What is the Difference Between Lymphedema and Lipedema  Lori Pounds, MD

4:15 PM – 4:30 PM Compression Options Through Clinical Cases  Steven Dean, DO MSVM RPVI

4:30 PM – 4:45 PM Compression: What’s Available  Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC

4:45 PM – 5:00 PM Discussion

3:55 PM – 5:00 PM PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING SESSION: PELVIC & WOUNDS  Trippe II & III  
Moderator: Steve Elias, MD

3:55 PM – 4:05 PM Pelvic: Pelvic Escape PTS, Vulvar Varicosities  Steve Elias, MD

4:05 PM – 4:15 PM Pelvic: Ovarian Vein Reflux  Karem Harth, MD

4:15 PM – 4:25 PM Pelvic: Combined Illiac Vein Compression & Ovarian Reflux  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

4:25 PM – 4:35 PM Wounds: Perforators Intervention  Eric Hager, MD

4:35 PM – 4:45 PM Wounds: Sub-ulcer Plexus Sclerotherapy  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

4:45 PM – 5:00 PM Prepare, Protect, Progress: How to Effectively Manage Your Wounds
Jaideep Banerjee, PhD

5:00 PM – 6:30 PM APP & PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING JOINT RECEPTION  Windsor Ballroom Foyer

Agenda



VenousForum.orgVenousForum10

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2025
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM Breakfast in Foyer

8:45 AM – 10:15 AM PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING SESSION: CASE PRESENTATIONS  Trippe II & III

Moderators: Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Marwan Hammoud, MD; Nii-Kabu Kabutey, MD

8:45 AM – 9:00 AM Iliocaval Stenting Case  Nii-Kabu Kabutey. MD

9:00 AM – 9:15 AM Iliocaval Stenting Case  Karem Harth, MD

9:15 AM – 9:30 AM Endovenous Ablation Case (thermal)  Misaki Kiguchi, MD

9:30 AM – 9:45 AM Endovenous Ablation Case (non-thermal)  Steve Elias, MD

9:45 AM – 10:00 AM Acute DVT Case  Yaron Sternbach, MD

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Acute DVT Case  Nii-Kabu Kabutey, MD

8:45 AM – 10:15 AM APP SESSION: WOUND CARE  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderators: Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG; Debbie Williams, RN

8:45 AM – 9:00 AM Superficial Venous Treatment in CEAP 6 Disease  Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG

9:00 AM – 9:15 AM How to Bridge the Relationship with Wound Care Centers  Debbie Williams, RN

9:15 AM – 9:30 AM Options for Topical Treatment in CEAP 6 Patients  Lorraine Loretz, DPM, MSN, NP

9:30 AM – 9:45 AM Emerging Adjuvent Treatments  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

9:45 AM – 10:00 AM Role Of MPFF In Venous Disease  John Chuback, MD

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Discussion

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM Break  Windsor Ballroom Foyer

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM APP & PHYSICIAN-IN-TRAINING JOINT SESSION: HANDS-ON WORKSHOP Hope I, II, III

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE

1:15 PM – 1:30 PM WELCOME  Venetian Ballroom

Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH; Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS; Windsor Ting, MD

1:30 PM – 2:30 PM SESSION 1: IMAGING ACQUISITION AND INTERPRETATION  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH; Windsor Ting, MD; 
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS

1:30 PM – 1:38 PM Left Common Iliac Vein Compression is Present in the Majority of Young Patients, 
Questioning the Need for Routine Treatment with Stents  Kevin Wang, MD

1:38 PM – 1:46 PM Nutcracker Syndrome with Left Renal Vein Stretching on Computed Tomography Scan is 
Predictive of Higher Reoperation Rate  Natalie Chao, BA

1:46 PM – 1:54 PM Intra-venous Fluid Challenge Results in Significant Change to Deep Pelvic Vein 
Cross-Sectional Area  Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA

1:54 PM – 2:02 PM The Incidence and Impact of Discordance in Interpretation of Cross-sectional Imaging 
between Vascular Specialists and Radiologists in Patients with Deep Venous Stenosis  
Shreef Said, MD

Agenda
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2025  (continued)

2:02 PM – 2:08 PM Lower Extremity Venous Pulsatility Warrants Screening for Right Heart Dysfunction  
Hassan Chamseddine, MD

2:08 PM – 2:14 PM Quantitative Evaluation of Pelvic Ultrasound to Predict Deep Vein Thrombosis in Patients 
with Nonthrombotic Iliac Vein Lesions  Sonali D. Verma, BS

2:14 PM – 2:24 PM Invited Talk: Consensus Statement on Imaging NIVL  Kush Desai, MD

1:45 PM – 2:30 PM APP SESSION: PELVIC VENOUS INSUFFICENCY  Windsor Ballroom DE 
Moderators: Karen Bauer, DNP, CWS, FAAWC; Lorraine Loretz, DPM, MSN, NP

1:45 PM – 2:00 PM Review of Pelvic Disease Anatomy and the Classification  Julianne Stoughton, MD

2:00 PM – 2:15 PM Treatment Options in Pelvic Venous Disease  Karem Harth, MD

2:15 PM – 2:30 PM Treatment of Labial Varicosities  Steve Elias, MD  
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM APP SESSION: THROMBOTIC EVENTS  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderators: Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH; Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG

2:30 PM – 2:45 PM Acute DVT Treatment, Review of the Trials  Patrick Muck, MD

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM Acute SVT, Do We Anticoagulate?  Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH

3:00 PM – 3:15 PM What is EHIT? Does it Require Treatment?  Debbie Williams, RN

3:15 PM – 3:30 PM Discussion
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM SESSION 2: MEDICAL PROPHYLAXIS AND THERAPY  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Juan C. Jimenez, MD, MBA; Anders Lundell, MD, PhD

2:30 PM – 2:38 PM Conservative Treatments Effectiveness on Chronic Venous Disease Symptoms and Quality 
of Life in Patients with Obesity: Results from the Veinstep Observational Study  
Alejandro Gonzalez Ochoa, MD

2:38 PM – 2:46 PM Treatment of Superficial Vein Thrombosis with Intermediate Dose of Tinzaparin in Patients 
at High Thromboembolic Risk. Results from an Observational, Multicentre Study - The 
Seven Precision Study  Christos Karathanos, MD, MSc, PhD

2:46 PM – 2:54 PM Identifying the Genetic Associations of Chronic Venous Disease  Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD

2:54 PM – 3:00 PM Risk Determination in Pediatric Patients for Venous Thromboembolism
Kyle J. Loi; Andrea T. Obi, MD; Craig Brown, MD MSc

3:00 PM – 3:06 PM Deep Venous Thrombosis and Behçet Disease  Souad Benallal, PHD

3:06 PM – 3:12 PM Development of Nutcracker Syndrome After Bariatric Surgery
Khanjan H. Nagarsheth, MD, MBA

3:12 PM – 3:22 PM Invited Talk: DOAC: Will There Be New Targets after FXa?  
John H. Fish, MD, FACP, FSVM, DABVLM, RPVI

3:22 PM – 3:30 PM Discussion

3:30 PM – 3:45 PM Break  Windsor Ballroom Foyer

Agenda
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2025  (continued)

3:45 PM – 4:45 PM APP SESSION: THE ART OF SCLEROTHERAPY  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderators: Debbie Williams, RN; Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG; 
Lorraine Loretz, DPM, MSN, NP

3:45 PM – 3:55 PM Sclerotherapy Drug Options  Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG

3:55 PM – 4:00 PM Video of Spider Vein Injections  Julianne Stoughton, MD

4:00 PM – 4:05 PM Video of US Guided Injection of Perforators  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

4:05 PM – 4:10 PM Video of Laser Treatment of Surface Laser  Lina M. Vargas, MD FACS RPVI  

4:10 PM – 4:45 PM Hands-on Sclerotherapy Practice
3:45 PM – 5:15 PM SVM/EVF/AVF SESSION  Venetian Ballroom  

Moderators: Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD; Tomasz Urbanek, Professor; Julianne Stoughton, MD

3:45 PM – 4:00 PM Experience with Glue Closure of Perforating Veins  Imre Bihari, PhD

4:00 PM – 4:15 PM Challenges In The Diagnosis And Treatment Of Superficial Vein Thrombosis  
Athanasios D. Giannoukas, MD, MSC, DTh,PhD, FEBS

4:15 PM – 4:30 PM Antithrombotic Therapy After Venous Stenting  Aditya Sharma, MD

4:30 PM – 4:45 PM Effect and Management Options of Obesity for Chronic Venous Disease and Lymphedema 
Patients  Teresa Carman, MD, RPVI, MSVM

4:45 PM – 5:00 PM Deep Venous Valves, Clinical Update: What We Have Tried, and How Can We Make Them 
Better?  Fedor Lurie, MD, PhD

5:00 PM – 5:15 PM Unmet Needs in Deep Venous Surgery  Erin H. Murphy, MD

4:45 PM – 5:15 PM APP SESSION: PRACTICE MANAGEMENT AND ACCREDITATION  Windsor Ballroom DE

Moderator: Christina A. Guarin, MSN, ACNPC-AG

4:45 PM – 5:00 PM IAC Accreditation  Debbie Williams, RN

5:00 PM – 5:15 PM How to Set Up an Aesthetic Practice  Dejah R. Judelson, MD

5:45 PM – 7:15 PM CASE COMPETITION & HAPPY HOUR  Windsor Ballroom DE
Drinks & snacks in the Windsor Ballroom Foyer starting at 5:15 pm.

Agenda

Join the AVF Community!
To AVF Members – We want 
to thank you for your ongoing 
support of the AVF and its 
mission. The AVF is built upon the 
collective expertise, dedication, 
and commitment of its members.

To non-members present – By attending 
this meeting, you have demonstrated your 
dedication to improving the care of patients 
with venous & lymphatic disease. We encourage 
you to take the next step and become a 
member of the American Venous Forum today. 

To learn more about the AVF and membership, visit us at the Registration Desk or scan the QR Code.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025
7:30 AM – 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE 

8:30 AM – 10:00 AM SESSION 3: IMPACT OF VENOUS DISEASE ON LIMB AND LIFE  Venetian Ballroom 
Moderators: Eric Hager, MD; Sheila N. Blumberg, MD, MS; Judith C. Lin, MD MBA  

8:30 AM – 8:38 AM Venous Leg Ulcers Are a Marker of Worse Long-Term Survival in Patients with Chronic 
Venous Insufficiency  Ethan Chervonski

8:38 AM – 8:46 AM Comparative Outcomes Following Radiofrequency Ablation and Polidocanol Microfoam 
Ablation of Symptomatic, Incompetent Small Saphenous Veins  
Mokhshan Ramachandran, MD  

8:46 AM – 8:54 AM Prevalence of Depression in Patients with Chronic Venous Insufficiency  Eric Hager, MD

8:54 AM – 9:02 AM Transcriptomic Analysis of Venous Tissue in Varicose Veins Confirms Significant Differences 
in Multiple Inflammatory Pathways Involving Innate and Adaptive Immune Cells
Ulka Sachdev, MD  

9:02 AM – 9:08 AM Patients with Acute Phlebitis Can Be Treated Safely with Great Saphenous Vein (GSV) 
Ablation  Moira A. McGevna, BA 

9:08 AM – 9:14 AM Proximal Tumescence During Treatment of Saphenous Veins with Polidocanol Endovenous 
Microfoam (PEM) Provides Successful Ablation of Larger Veins and Predicts Reduced 
Microfoam Volume  John R. Fang, DO

9:14 AM – 9:20 AM Endovenous Welding: 5-year Experience of Using a New Thermal Method with Automatic 
Ablation Mode  Larysa Chernukha, Professor

9:20 AM – 9:26 AM A Systematic Review and Meta Analysis of Non-compounded Polidocanol 1% Endovenous 
Microfoam (Varithena) Ablation for the Treatment of Chronic Venous Insufficiency
Lowell S. Kabnick, MD 

9:26 AM – 9:32 AM Staged or Simultaneous Varicose Vein Treatment After Saphenous Vein Ablation
Tomasz Urbanek, Professor

9:32 AM – 9:38 AM Hybrid Approach to Jugular Vein Decompression for Eagle Syndrome – A Case Series  
Vashisht Madabhushi, MD

9:38 AM – 9:48 AM Invited Talk: Venous Cases That Shaped My Practice  Jose Almeida, MD          

9:48 AM – 9:58 AM Discussion              

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM Break/Visit Exhibits  Windsor Ballroom ABC

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM VILLAVICENCIO: A WORLD WITHOUT BORDERS  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Mark D. Iafrati, MD;  Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS      

10:30 AM – 10:38 AM A Multi-Center Randomized Controlled Trial to Evaluate the Efficacy of Ultrasound-Guided 
Foam Sclerotherapy in Venous Leg Ulcers  Rashad A. Bishara, FRCS MS RPVI

10:38 AM – 10:46 AM Thigh Muscle Pump Serves the Function of a Flow Diverter Pump  Fedor Lurie, MD, PhD

10:46 AM – 10:54 AM Minimally Invasive Evaluation of Venous Leg Ulcers in an Outpatient Setting Using Rapid 
Evaporative Ionization Mass Spectrometry Coupled with a Carbon Dioxide Laser
Matthew Tan, MBBS BSc(Hons) MRCS AFHEA

10:54 AM – 11:02 AM Thermal Ablation of Truncal Veins is the Gold Standard  Lowell S. Kabnick, MD

Agenda
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025  (continued)

11:02 AM – 11:10 AM Adverse Reactions to Endovascular Treatment for Varicose Veins - Cyanoacrylate Closure 
vs. Thermal Ablation  Kazuyo Sujino

11:10 AM – 11:18 AM Is Sirolimus Effective in the Treatment of Slow Flow Venous Malformations?
Mohammed Nadjib Bouayed, PhD          

11:18 AM – 11:26 AM Clinical Experience And Outcomes In ASV Reflux Treatment: A 20-Month Single 
Centre Analysis  Suhas S. Gowda, MCH, DNB, FEBVS

11:26 AM – 11:34 AM Exploring Patterns of Recurrent Varicose Veins After Surgery (REVAS): A Systematic 
Review and Network Meta-analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials
Adam Gwozdz, MD PhD 

11:34 AM – 11:42 AM Comparison of Symptom and Quality of Life Improvement in Symptomatic CEAP Clinical 
Class 0 and C2 Patients Undergoing Endovenous Treatment: Insights from the VROSS 
Registry-Based Cohort Study  Kilsoo Yie, MD PhD    

11:42 AM – 11:50 AM Efficacy of Ultrasound-Guided Foam Sclerotherapy for Venous Ulcers in Patients 
Non-Adherent to Compression: Preliminary Results from a Prospective Cohort Study  
Carlos Eduardo Virgini-Magalhães, MD, MSc, PhD  

11:50 AM – 12:00 PM Discussion              

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE 

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM VENOUS HEALTH INEQUITIES IN PRACTICE AND RESEARCH  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Anil P. Hingorani, MD; Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Karem Harth, MD  

1:30 PM – 1:36 PM Sex-Specific Assessment of Acetylsalicylic Acid on Thrombogenesis and Vein Wall Injury in 
Experimental DVT, and Secondary DVT Prevention Patients  Aatira Vijay, PhD

1:36 PM – 1:42 PM Minority Groups Undergoing Superficial Venous Intervention Present with More Severe 
Disease and Undergo Fewer Repeat Interventions: A VQI Analysis  Garyn Metoyer, MD

1:42 PM – 1:48 PM Gender and Race Disparities in Pulmonary Embolism Mortality Before and After COVID 
Vaccination in the United States: Analysis from the CDC-Wonder Database, 2018-2022  
Ahmed Abdelwahab, MD 

1:48 PM – 2:03 PM Discussion              

2:03 PM – 2:07 PM Reporting Gender and Ethnicity Stratified Outcomes in Venous Ulcer Trials – A Missed 
Opportunity  Matthew Tan, MBBS BSc(Hons) MRCS AFHEA

2:07 PM – 2:11 PM Participant Sex Ratio and Race Reporting in the Clinical Trials for the Management and 
Outcomes of Deep Venous Thrombosis  Ahsan Zil-E-Ali, MBBS, MPH

2:11 PM – 2:15 PM The Approach to Venous Thromboembolism Prevention During Large Disaster Medicine 
of the Japanese Society of Phlebology Disaster Countermeasures Committee  
Keisuke Kamada, MD

2:15 PM – 2:30 PM Discussion              

2:30 PM – 3:00 PM Engaging with Insurers to Elevate Venous Health  Meridith Englander, MD; 
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Misaki Kiguchi, MD; Anil P. Hingorani, MD; 
Shayna Brathwaite, MD, MS  

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Break/Visit Exhibits  Windsor Ballroom ABC

Agenda
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025  (continued)

3:30 PM – 4:30 PM SUMNER SESSION
FROM MENTEE TO MENTOR: SUCCESSFUL MENTORSHIP Venetian Ballroom Not For CE Credit

Moderator: Joseph Raffetto, MD          

3:30 PM – 3:38 PM Mentoring for the Mentee Not the Mentor  William A. Marston, MD          

3:38 PM – 3:46 PM Mentorship and Sponsorship Needs of the Surgeon-scientist  Andrea T. Obi, MD          

3:46 PM – 3:54 PM Effective Mentorship: Using a Mentoring Team  Misaki Kiguchi, MD          

3:54 PM – 4:04 PM Pay it Forward  Jorge H. Ulloa, MD          

4:04 PM – 4:12 PM All Dollars Are Green: Building Research Into Your Portfolio  Brajesh K. Lal, MD          

4:12 PM – 4:30 PM Discussion              

4:30 PM – 5:15 PM SESSION 4: HEALING WOUNDS AND CONTROLLING EDEMA  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Christine Shokrzadeh, MD; Alejandro Gonzalez Ochoa, MD; Steve Elias, MD  

4:30 PM – 4:38 PM Remote Monitoring with a Multi-Point Pressure Sensor Detects Temporal Losses in 
Sub-Bandage Pressure During Compression Therapy  Molly Calkins, MD Candidate

4:38 PM – 4:46 PM Computed Tomography Scanning in the Diagnosis of Phlebolymphedema  
Arjun Jayaraj, MD

4:46 PM – 4:54 PM Impact of Nutrition and Immunocompetence on Primary Venous Leg Ulcer Healing 
and Recurrence  Joseph P. Hart, MD

4:54 PM – 5:00 PM Determining the Choice of Outcome Measures for Rcts Focused on the Usual Treatment 
of Lymphedema  Alexandra Tedesco, MD     

5:00 PM – 5:06 PM Applicability of ESCHAR and EVRA Trials to the Real-World Population of Patients with 
Venous Ulcers  Quynhdiem Lam, MD; Fedor Lurie, MD, PhD

5:06 PM – 5:14 PM EVF Abstract Winner - The DAVE Randomised Clinical Trial -- Decellularised Dermis 
Allograft For The TreatmentOf Chronic Venous Leg Ulceration
Matthew Tan, MBBS BSc(Hons) MRCS AFHEA 

5:15 PM – 6:00 PM DOCTORS’ LOUNGE: YOUNG MALE WITH BILATERAL VARICOSE VEINS Venetian Ballroom

Jaime Benarroch-Gampell, MD; Alejandro Gonzalez Ochoa, MD;
Alun H. Davies, MA, DM, FRCS, DSc, FEBVS, FACPh, FLSW, FMedSci
Moderator: Steve Elias, MD 

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM RECEPTION IN EXHIBIT HALL Windsor Ballroom ABC

Agenda
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025
7:30 AM – 8:20 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE

8:30 AM – 9:15 AM SESSION 5: AI AND THERAPIES FOR VENOUS THROMBOEMBOLISM  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Rabih A. Chaer, MD; Rashad A. Bishara, FRCS MS RPVI;
Scott T. Robinson, MD, PhD   

8:30 AM – 8:38 AM Clinical Outcomes in Anticoagulated vs Non-Anticoagulated Patients with Infra-Popliteal 
DVT  Omar Sahibzada, MD

8:38 AM – 8:46 AM Propensity Score Matched Comparison of Complete 2-Year Outcomes in Iliofemoral Deep 
Vein Thrombosis Treated with Mechanical Thrombectomy or Anticoagulation
Steven Abramowitz, MD        

8:46 AM – 8:52 AM Artificial Intelligence Approaches to Improving Venous Thromboembolism Risk Prediction  
Mary S. Lin, MD

8:52 AM – 8:58 AM In Vitro Vascular Permeability Modulation in Venous Endothelium with Sirolimus
Oscar Moreno, MD

8:58 AM – 9:04 AM Comparison of Artificial Intelligence Versus Radiologist Interpretation of Right Ventricular 
to Left Ventricular Ratio for Pulmonary Embolism Response Team Activations at a Tertiary 
Referral Center  Jacob Shapiro, MD        

9:04 AM – 9:10 AM Exploring Seasonal Variability in Endovenous Ablation Outcomes for Chronic Venous 
Insufficiency  Kristine So, MD

9:15 AM – 10:00 AM COLLABORATION FOR VENOUS CARE  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Rabih A. Chaer, MD; Brajesh K. Lal, MD; 
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS

9:15 AM – 9:20 AM Results of the AVF Research Retreat on C2 Disease Confirms that the Biology of Varicose 
Veins Including Etiology, Progression and Novel Therapeutics as well as Disparities are 
Top Research Priorities  Ulka Sachdev, MD

9:20 AM – 9:25 AM Invited Talk: Update on JURY 2 Study  Chandu Vemuri, MD        

9:25 AM – 9:30 AM Invited Talk: VQI Update on Vnous Registries  Marc Passman, MD        

9:30 AM – 9:35 AM Invited Talk: Barriers to Potential Collaborations
Alun H. Davies, MA, DM, FRCS, DSc, FEBVS, FACPh, FLSW, FMedSci        

9:35 AM – 9:50 AM Invited Talk: The RIETE Registry  Manuel Monreal, PhD MD        

9:50 AM – 10:00 AM Panel Discussion            

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM Break  Windsor Ballroom ABC

10:30 AM – 11:00 AM STRANDNESS KEYNOTE:
VENOUS - ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS!!  Venetian Ballroom

Joann M. Lohr, MD        

Agenda
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025  (continued)

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM PRESIDENT’S SESSION: FROM GOOD TO GREAT: 
THE AVF’S PATH TO LEVEL 5 LEADERSHIP  Venetian Ballroom  Not For CE Credit

11:00 AM – 11:09 AM JVSVL Updates  Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH        

11:10 AM – 11:19 AM International Members and Partnerships  Windsor Ting, MD; Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS    

11:20 AM – 11:30 AM Founders Award Presentations  Kathleen Ozsvath, MD; Thomas W. Wakefield, MD    

11:30 AM – 11:40 AM Introduction of President  Joseph Raffetto, MD        

11:40 AM – 12:00 PM Presidential Address: From Good to Great: The AVF’s Path to Level 5 Leadership
Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH        

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Sponsored Lunch Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM SESSION 6: COMPRESSION AND REFLUX IN THE ABDOMEN AND PELVIS  
Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Nasim Hedayati, MD, MAS, DFSVS, FACS; 
Carlos Eduardo Virgini-Magalhães, MD, MSc, PhD  

1:00 PM – 1:08 PM Etiology of Symptom Recurrence After Iliac Vein Stenting for Pelvic Venous Insufficiency  
Rashmi Thirumlai

1:08 PM – 1:16 PM The National Acceptance of Pelvic Congestion Syndrome, A Stigmatized Vascular Disease  
Patrick D. Conroy, MD

1:16 PM – 1:24 PM Robotic Minimally Invasive Surgery for the Surgical Treatment of Nutcracker Syndrome: 
A Prospective Cases Study  Fabien Thaveau, Professor

1:24 PM – 1:32 PM Surgical Decompression for Non-thrombotic MAY-THURNER Syndrome in Hypermobile 
EHLERS-DANLOS Patients When Stenting is Not Advisable History, Clinical Development 
and Status quo  Wilhelm Sandmann, MD, PhD Professor        

1:32 PM – 1:38 PM A Novel Technique to Treat Right Gonadal Vein Reflux for Pelvic Venous Disease
Kathleen Ozsvath, MD        

1:38 PM – 1:44 PM Safety and Efficacy of Iliac Vein Stenting for 4312 NIVL in the OBL
Sundeep Srivastava, MD        

1:44 PM – 1:54 PM Invited Talk: Pelvic Venous Disorders and Associated Varicosities  John V. White, MD        

1:54 PM – 2:00 PM Panel Discussion            

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM INTERNATIONAL SESSION: WORLD INSIGHTS  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS; Tomasz Urbanek, Professor

2:00 PM – 2:10 PM And How Are We Doing with Prosthetic Valves?  Jorge H. Ulloa, MD

2:10 PM – 2:20 PM How to Take Advantage of Smart Foam? Be Smart  Alvaro Orrego, MD, FACS        

2:20 PM – 2:30 PM Scientific Approach to Lipedema. Are We Living in the Era of Lipedema Terrorism?
Lourdes Reina, MD        

Agenda
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025  (continued)

2:30 PM – 2:40 PM Supermicrosurgery in Lymphedema. It’s Worth Training So Hard?
Takaya Murayama, MD,PhD        

2:40 PM – 2:50 PM Tumescent Assisted Sclerotherapy in Esthetic and Medical Indications
Tomasz Urbanek, Professor        

2:50 PM – 3:00 PM Discussion            

3:00 PM – 4:15 PM POSTER SESSION  Windsor Ballroom Foyer          

4:15 PM – 5:15 PM SESSION 7: COMPLEX VENOUS DISEASE AND MALFORMATIONS  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Arjun Jayaraj, MD; David Dexter, MD; Jorge H. Ulloa, MD

4:15 PM – 4:23 PM Hydration Attenuates the Degree of Non-Pathologic Iliac Vein Stenosis Detected by 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging  Kurt S. Schultz, MD

4:23 PM – 4:31 PM Clinical Outcomes and Economic Benefit of Using Mechanical Thrombectomy for Venous 
In-Stent Thrombosis  Steven Abramowitz, MD

4:31 PM – 4:39 PM Targeting Venous Thrombus Matrix Proteins to Modulate Venous Endothelium Function  
Alessia Taylor

4:39 PM – 4:49 PM Invited Talk: Venous CTO: Endovascular Recanalization and When is Open Surgery Needed  
William A. Marston, MD        

4:49 PM – 4:55 PM IVC Stent Erosion Into The Duodenum Treated With Open IVC Stent Extraction, Suction 
Thrombectomy of IVC, Partial Hepatectomy, Duodenectomy, IVC Resection, Roux en y 
Duodenojejunostomy, Pyloric Exclusion, and Gastrojejunostomy  Luke D. Perry, DO

4:55 PM – 5:01 PM Diagnosis and Treatment of Intrahepatic Venous Malformations (“Liver Hemangiomas”)  
Wayne Yakes MD, FSIR, FCIRSE, MD, FSIR, FCIRSE

5:01 PM – 5:11 PM Invited Talk: Work Up of AVM and How to Differentiate from Classic Venous Disease
Wayne Yakes MD, FSIR, FCIRSE, MD, FSIR, FCIRSE        

5:15 PM – 6:00 PM DOCTORS’ LOUNGE: YOUNG FEMALE WITH ILIOFEMORAL DVT 
AND MILD SYMPTOMS  Venetian Ballroom

Karem Harth, MD; Cees H.A. Wittens, MD, PhD; Efthymios “Makis” Avgerinos, MD
Moderator: Suresh Vedantham, MD

5:15 PM – 6:00 PM DOCTORS’ LOUNGE: COLLEGE STUDENT WITH COSMETIC VENOUS 
CONCERNS AND INCIDENTAL NIVL  Trippe II & III 
Abraheem Mohammed. Khoujah; Robert R.. Attaran, MD; Jorge H. Ulloa, MD
Moderator: Kathleen Ozsvath, MD

6:45 PM – 10:45 PM AVF NIGHT OF SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY  Windsor Ballroom DE            

Agenda
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2025
7:30 AM – 8:15 AM Member Business Meeting

8:15 AM – 9:15 AM Sponsored Breakfast Symposium  Windsor Ballroom DE 

9:15 AM – 10:15 AM LATE BREAKING TRIALS  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Julianne Stoughton, MD; Mikel Sadek, MD; 
Efthymios “Makis” Avgerinos, MD

9:15 AM – 9:23 AM High Intensity Focused Ultrasound (HIFU) For Venous Insufficiency: Results From the First 
Multicenter Trial  Steve Elias, MD 

9:23 AM – 9:31 AM Venous Stent for the Iliofemoral Vein Investigational Clinical Trial using the Duo Venous 
Stent System: A Subanalysis of The VIVID Trial  Kush Desai, MD        

9:31 AM – 9:39 AM An Open Label First in Man Usability and Safety Investigation with an Intravenous Injection 
Technique to Deploy Tumescence During Laser Ablation of the Great Saphenous Vein  
Michael L. Akesson, MD, SCIR  

9:39 AM – 9:47 AM Invited Talk: Raising the Bar: A New Era in Venous Education and Certification  
Julianne Stoughton, MD        

9:47 AM – 9:55 AM Impact of the Venovalve on the Quality of Life of Patients with Isolated Deep 
Venous Reflux  Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS        

9:55 AM – 10:03 AM Non Expert AI Sssisted Compression US Can Potentially Reduce the Need for 
Std Vascular Lab DVT and Patient Waiting Times  Efthymios “Makis” Avgerinos, MD        

10:03 AM – 10:11 AM Perivascular Dexamethasone to Prevent Post-Thrombotic Syndrome after Thrombus 
Removal in Deep Vein Thrombosis – Mid- and Long-Term Outcomes from the Dexterity 
Studies  David Dexter, MD        

10:15 AM – 11:05 AM AWARDS SESSION  Venetian Ballroom

Moderators: Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH; Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD, MPH, MS    

10:15 AM – 10:18 AM 2025 Basic Science Grant Award Winner            

10:18 AM – 10:23 AM 2022 Juzo Traveling Fellowship Awardee Presentation  Arjun Jayaraj, MD        

10:23 AM – 10:28 AM 2025 Juzo Traveling Fellowship Award Winners  Presented by: Phillip Sporidis        

10:28 AM – 10:32 AM 2023 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Awardee Presentation  Kurt S. Schultz, MD

10:32 AM – 10:36 AM 2024 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Awardee Presentation  Mary S. Lin, MD        

10:36 AM – 10:39 AM 2025 JOBST Clinical Research Grant Award Winner  Presented by: Eric Johnson        

10:39 AM – 10:43 AM 2023 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Awardee Presentation 
Eri Fukaya, MD, PhD        

10:43 AM – 10:47 AM 2024 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Awardee Presentation  Aatira Vijay, PhD        

10:47 AM – 10:50 AM 2025 AVF/Boston Scientific Translational Grant Winner  Presented by: Kristy Deike

10:50 AM – 10:53 AM AVF Case Competition Winners            

10:53 AM – 10:56 AM VENOUS2025 2nd Place Poster Winner            

10:56 AM – 10:59 AM VENOUS2025 Top Poster Winner            

Agenda
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Agenda

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2025  (continued)

10:59 AM – 11:02 AM VENOUS2025 2nd Place Oral Presentation Winner            

11:02 AM – 11:05 AM VENOUS2025 Top Oral Presentation Winner            

11:05 AM – 11:20 AM Break  Windsor Ballroom Foyer 

11:20 AM – 12:20 PM NOVEL TECHNOLOGY AND EMERGING STUDIES  Venetian Ballroom  
Moderators: Arjun Jayaraj, MD; Karem Harth, MD; Mohammed Nadjib Bouayed, PhD    

11:20 AM – 11:26 AM Determining the Validity of ThinkSono Guidance for Ultrasound Acquisition and Remote 
Diagnosis (DVT GUARD)  Giancarlo Speranza, MD, M.B.A.

11:26 AM – 11:32 AM Randomized Controlled, Single-Blind, Parallel-Group Trial of Ovarian and Pelvic Vein 
Embolization in Women With Chronic Pelvic Pain and Pelvic Varices (EMBOLIZE Trial)  
Gloria Salazar, MD

11:32 AM – 11:38 AM Phase I, Open-label, First-in-Human Study to Evaluate the Safety and Feasibility of 
Personalized Tissue-Engineered Vein Grafts in Patients with Chronic Venous Insufficiency  
Andrés García León, MD

11:38 AM – 11:44 AM DEFIANCE: A Randomized Controlled Trial of Mechanical Thrombectomy Versus 
Anticoagulation Alone for Iliofemoral Deep Vein Thrombosis  Steven Abramowitz, MD        

11:44 AM – 11:49 AM First-In-Human Experience with a Novel Pharmaco-Mechanical Ultrasound Facilitated 
Thrombectomy System, SonoThrombectomy ™  William A. Marston, MD        

11:49 AM – 11:55 AM Rationale and Design of the RevCore Registry: A Real-world, Multicenter, Prospective 
Study Investigating a Novel Mechanical Thrombectomy Device for Venous In-Stent 
Thrombosis  Karem Harth, MD        

11:55 AM – 12:02 PM In Vivo Evaluation of Safety of Novel Catheter System for Debulking and Recanalization of 
Occluded Proximal Lower Extremity Veins  William A. Marston, MD        

12:02 PM – 12:12 PM Invited Talk: Recanalization of Iliocaval Occlusions - New Technologies and Upcoming Data  
Suresh Vedantham, MD        

12:12 PM – 12:20 PM Experimental Simulation of Multiple Iliac Vein Stenoses  Aya Dakroub, MD candidate
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Posters

1 Outcomes of Surgical Repair and Ligation for Portal Vein Injury from a Nationwide Trauma Data Bank 
Analysis  Ahmed Abdelwahab, MD

3 Correlation of Venous Symptoms and Saphenous Vein Pressure as Measured by the Veinpress Device in 
Patients with Reflux  Robert Attaran, MD

5 The Impact of Multiparity on Venous Insufficiency  Olga Bakayev, MD

6 Treatment of Large External Iliac Vein Aneurysm and Venous Obstruction Using Off Label Aortic Endograft 
in a Multidisciplinary Approach  Theja Bhamidipati, MD

7 Demographic Analysis of Patients Undergoing Contemporary Non-Thermal Venous Ablation: 
A Single-Center Retrospective Study  Tamunoinemi Bob-Manuel, MD

8 Optimal Post Stent Treatment in May Thurner Syndrome a Systematic Review  Emma Bolyard, BS

9 Vascular Compression Syndromes in Single-Institution Pediatrics Population  Natalie Chao, BA

10 A Tertiary Care Center’s Experience Identifying Pelvic Congestion Syndrome in Patients with Alternative 
Venous Pathologies  Patrick Conroy, MD

11 Disagreement in Tributary Vein Intervention
Alun Davies, MA, DM, FRCS, DSc, FEBVS, FACPh, FLSW, FMedSci 

12 Venous Bypass for Treatment of Chronic Venous Stasis Ulcers  Tyler Fleming, MD, MBA 

13 Uncommon Case of Venous Aneurysm in Neck: A Case Report of Spontaneous External Jugular Vein 
Aneurysm  Suhas Gowda, MCH, DNB, FEBVS

14 To Act or Not To Act: Pulmonary Embolism in Post-Op Colon Resection Requiring Reoperation
Chase Hoffman, MD 

15 Intravascular Lipoma of the Left Jugular Subclavian Vein Confluence  Georges Jreij, MD

16 A Case Report of Primary Leiomyosarcoma In The Common Iliac Vein  Naoya Kikuchi, MD

17 Evaluating Generative Artificial Intelligence Query of Pelvic Congestion Syndrome Management
Arjun Kumar, BS

18 Identify Venous Duplex Flow Parameters to Define Pulsatility  Cassandra Kupniewski, RVT

19 Lumbar Radiculopathy After Left Common Iliac Vein Stenting  Forrest Linch, MD

20 Early Discharge Protocol for Patients With Uncomplicated Deep Vein Thrombosis: Cohort Characterization 
and Incidence of Major Bleeding, Minor Bleeding, and Recurrence  Maria Lizarazo Jimenez, MD

21 Lower Extremity Venous Aneurysm: A Case Report and Review of the Literature
Miguel Mendoza Romo Ramirez, MD

22 Mechanical Thrombectomy and Port-A-Catheter Salvage in Acute Thrombotic Superior Vena Cava 
Syndrome  Mohamed Awad, MD

23 Sclerotherapy for Leg Edema and Dermatitis Due to Micro Arterio Venous Fistulas
Takaya Murayama, MD, PhD 

24 Autotransplant as Salvage for Patients with Posterior Nutcracker and Failed Left Renal Vein Transposition  
Khanjan Nagarsheth, MD, MBA

26 Improving Prospects for Future Autogenous Dialysis Access with Initial Forearm Loop Graft Creation: 
A Case Series  Omar Sahibzada, MD

27 Cancer-Associated Venous Thromboembolic Events  Naga Sahithi
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28 Durable Salvage of a Renal Transplant with Perioperative Endovascular Thrombectomy of Iliofemoral 
Venous Thrombosis  Shreef Said, MD

29 The Multidisciplinary Management of a Patient with Infected Iliocaval Stents and Uterine Cancer Invasion  
Shreef Said, MD

30 Evaluation of the Diagnostic Accuracy of Contrast Enhanced Ultrasonography in Chronic Iliac Venous 
Obstruction  Taimur Saleem

31 Gender Outcomes in Superficial Venous Interventions for Varicose Veins – A Systematic Review
Marwah Salih, MBBS, Msc

32 Ethanol Direct Puncture Sclerotherapy of Tongue Low-Flow Venous Malformations: Report of Long-Term 
Ablations  Wayne Yakes, MD, FSIR, FCIRSE

33 Ethanol Permanent Ablation of Head and Neck Low-Flow Venous Malformations
Wayne Yakes, MD, FSIR, FCIRSE

34 The Retrograde Vein Approach as a Curative Treatment Strategy for Yakes Type I, IIb, IIIa, and IIIb AVMs  
Wayne Yakes, MD, FSIR, FCIRSE

35 Efficacy of Direct Radiofrequency Ablation System for Varicose Veins and Branch Varicosities
Mitsumi Yamashita

36 Successful Management of Inferior Vena Cava Involvement During Intra-Abdominal Oncologic Surgery: 
A Single Institution Experience  Sina Zarrintan, MD, MS, MPH, MAS

37 Surgical Treatment of Two Cases of Popliteal Vein Aneurysms  William Zhu

Posters

H.E.A.L. clinic
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© 2020, American Venous Forum. 

Consent for Phlebectomy / Vein Excision 
TO THE PATIENT: You have the right, as a patient, to be informed about your condition 
and the recommended surgical, medical, or diagnostic procedure to be used so that you may 
make the decision whether or not to undergo the procedure after knowing the risks and 
hazards involved. This disclosure is not meant to scare or alarm you; it is simply an effort to 
make you better informed so you may give or withhold your consent to the procedure. 

I authorize Dr.   and his/her associates/assistants and other healthcare providers he/she 
deems necessary, to treat my condition, varicose veins, using phlebectomy/vein excision of my:    � Right leg     � Left leg 

I have been informed about chronic venous disease and its consequences ranging from the cosmetic appearance of varicose 
veins, leg discomfort and swelling, to possible leg ulcer development. I understand that varicose veins and chronic venous 
insufficiency (CVI) are not life- or limb-threatening and not undergoing this treatment generally will not cause further harm nor 
pose a greater risk to my health. However, not getting treatment may allow my condition to worsen. After assessing conservative 
treatment, my physician has explained that the proposed treatment is recommended to improve my quality of life and reduce or 
eliminate the consequences of varicose veins and CVI. I recognize that venous disease is a chronic condition and new vein 
problems may develop over time which may require further treatment. 

Procedure: The procedure involves multiple small skin incisions (small cuts usually about 1/4 inch long), through which the 
varicose veins are removed. The number of cuts depends on the extent of varicose veins present. This procedure may be done 
alone, or in combination with other procedures to treat other veins in my leg(s). 

 
Treatment Options: If I choose not to have the procedure, I am not at any great risk. I may, however, continue to have 
discomfort in the varicose veins, or develop complications from venous insufficiency, including leg swelling, discoloration, and 
potentially ulcers. I understand that there are possible alternative treatments, including 1) medical management - prescription 
compression stockings, 2) sclerotherapy (chemical ablation), and 3) vein ablation procedures (laser, radiofrequency, glue.) 

 
Risks: I realize that there are risks related to this procedure, which include, but are not limited to: 

1. bruising, discoloration, and pain at the incision site 
2. skin infection, ulcer or scar if the incisions do not heal properly 
3. bleeding or hematoma (collection of blood under the skin) 
4. inflammation of an adjacent vein with resulting pain, tenderness and redness (phlebitis) 
5. deep vein thrombosis and/or pulmonary embolism (clot in a deep vein and/or lungs) 
6. nerve injury, temporary or permanent 
7. allergic reaction to anesthetics 
8. missed veins or recurrence of varicose veins (the removed veins will not come back, but others may develop) 

Benefits: This procedure may decrease the discomfort or pain from the varicose veins and may provide an improved cosmetic 
appearance of my leg(s). However, venous disease is a chronic problem and new varicose veins will likely develop over time. 
Additional or alternative treatments may be required. I understand that no guarantee has been made that the procedure will 
improve and or entirely fix my condition. No treatment for varicose veins is successful 100% of the time. 
 
Freedom from potential complications of this procedure are not guaranteed. I have had sufficient opportunity to discuss my 
condition and proposed treatment, and all my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I believe that I have adequate 
knowledge on which to base an informed consent for treatment. 
 
I do �    do not � consent to taking photographs/videos for use regarding my care and for educational or scientific purposes. 
 
I do �    do not  �    consent to having device representatives (medical equipment company personnel) present during the 
procedure to assist with any technical questions regarding the device being used. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        
PATIENT SIGNATURE                                                                            WITNESS 
 
I have informed the patient of the available alternatives for treatment of the superficial leg or saphenous veins, and of the potential 
risks, complications and results that may occur. 
 
                                                                                              
PHYSICIAN SIGNATURE                                                                       DATE 

 

Patient Name: ____________________________________ 

DOB: __________________________________________ 

MRN: __________________________________________ 

PLEASE VISIT THE REGISTRATION DESK TO HEAR ABOUT SPECIAL MEETING-ONLY SALE PRICES!

PATIENT EDUCATION BROCHURES 
The AVF Patient Education Committee 
produced seven educational brochures to 
help you better serve your patients. Each 
trifold brochure covers a particular topic or 
treatment:
• Varicose Veins
• Phlebectomy
• Sclerotherapy
• Non-Thermal Ablation
• Thermal Ablation
• Venous Ulcers
• Lymphedema
Written by leading venous experts, these 
brochures summarize scientific information 
while incorporating common language so 
patients may easily understand the topic. 
Each includes a description of the medical 
condition being treated, a description of the 
treatment, the benefits and risks of specific 
treatments, and the treatment process.

“In our practice, we provide patients with a treatment 
plan folder that includes information about their 
procedure, a consent form, and AVF brochures about 
vein disease and their specific treatment modality.  
We also supplement this with Spanish versions of the 
AVF brochures for our Spanish-speaking patients. 
Our patients, their caregivers, and our staff really 
like this. I would encourage you to think about doing 
something similar in your practice.”

Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH
Associate Dean, Educational Affairs
Office of Educational Affairs
Professor, Department of Surgery
John Sealy School of Medicine
University of Texas Medical Branch

Están  
disponibles 
en español. 
Available  

in Spanish!

LEARN ABOUT  VARICOSE VEINS & VENOUS DISEASEWhat is Venous Disease? Varicose veins and chronic venous insufficiency 

(CVI) occur when blood pools in the leg, which causes an increase in pressure in 

the veins. This often happens when the vein valves are not functioning properly.Who is Prone to  Venous Disease?

Symptoms

How is  
Venous Disease  Diagnosed?

CONSERVATIVE TREATMENTS• Leg elevation• Exercise
• Weight loss
•  Compression stockings

Your doctor will speak with you about your treatment options.

PROCEDURAL TREATMENTS• Sclerotherapy• Phlebectomy• Ablations
•  Other procedures

Ultrasound is a painless, noninvasive test to diagnose venous disease.

•  Varicose Veins/Spider Veins
•  Aching 
•  Burning
•  Cramps
•  Throbbing 
•  Discoloration
•  Heaviness
•  Itching 
•  Swelling
•  Pain
•  Ulcer

•  Genetic predisposition• Obesity
• Female gender• Pregnancy
• Aging
•  Prolonged standing and/or sitting

What are Vein Valves?
Can Venous Disease be Treated?

Valves are thin flaps of tissue oriented to 
direct the  
blood toward 

the heart.

When valves aren’t properly functioning  blood starts flowing  in the wrong direction  toward the feet.

This educational material was developed with patients in mind. You can find more 

information about varicose veins and venous disease in The Healthy Veins Book, 

available for purchase in the ShopAVF Store. Learn more at VeinPatient.org.
venousforum.org @VenousForum

PRACTICE RESOURCES FROM THE AMERICAN VENOUS FORUM

American Venous Forum
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THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK
THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK WILL PROVIDE YOUR PATIENTS THE ANSWERS 

THEY NEED ABOUT THEIR VEIN DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT.

• 40 comprehensive chapters organized into 3 main sections: Varicose Veins, Deep Vein  

Disease – Blood Clots, and Leg Swelling

• Edited and written by leading practitioners

• Straightforward, patient-friendly language

• Frequently asked questions

• Many 4-color photos and drawings of anatomy, conditions, and treatment techniques

• Comprehensive index and glossary

Use this code to connect to  
Shop AVF at venousforum.org  
to pre-order The Healthy Veins 

Book: Understanding Varicose  

Veins and Leg Swelling.
Orders will Ship in January 2023.
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Understanding  
Varicose Veins and  
Leg Swelling

THE HEALTHY  
VEINS BOOK

Editor:   John Blebea, MD, MBA, FACS 
American Venous Forum

venousforum.org

PRE-ORDER NOW!
SAVE MORE THAN 30%  
when you pre-order by 12/31/22. 

SPECIAL MEETING-ONLY
DISCOUNTED PRICING ON

SELECTED ITEMS!!

 

© 2020, American Venous Forum. 
 

Consent for ClariVein® - Mechanochemical Vein Ablation (MOCA)  
TO THE PATIENT: You have the right, as a patient, to be informed about your condition 
and the recommended surgical, medical, or diagnostic procedure to be used so that you may 
make the decision whether or not to undergo the procedure after knowing the risks and 
hazards involved. This disclosure is not meant to scare or alarm you; it is simply an effort  
to make you better informed so you may give or withhold your consent to the procedure. 
 

I hereby authorize Dr._______________________ and his/her associates/assistants and other healthcare providers he/she deems 
necessary, to close my:   � Right     � Left     � Great    � Small    � Accessory    � saphenous vein(s) using ClariVein® MOCA 
procedure. 
 
It has been explained to me that I suffer from chronic venous insufficiency (CVI). CVI of the superficial veins is largely the result 
of abnormal vein valve function which results in the leg veins failing to efficiently drain the blood from the legs. The accumulation 
of extra blood in the legs leads to vein distension and the leakage of fluid from the veins into the surrounding tissue. This leads to 
symptoms and signs of CVI which include, in part, the following: 1) leg heaviness or calf ache after standing or sitting for 
prolonged periods, 2) swelling of the ankle and/or calf, 3) varicose veins which are large, visible veins under the skin, 4) venous 
ulcers, and 5) bleeding veins in the legs. It has been explained to me that the superficial vein ablation technique closes the 
great/small/accessory saphenous veins so that the leaking valves no longer exist. This should reduce the pressure in my lower veins 
and thus relieve many of my symptoms. The blood from the closed vein is rerouted to the deep veins. I understand the MOCA 
procedure does not include the actual removal of the varicose veins, which may still be visible and may need further treatment. 
 
Procedure: The ablation technique involves placing a needle and a catheter into the superficial vein under sterile conditions. Local 
anesthesia is used to numb the skin so that placement of the catheter does not hurt. The catheter is positioned near to where the 
superficial vein empties into the deep veins. The MOCA device then spins inside the vein delivering a medication, called a 
sclerotherapy agent, which “ablates” or closes the vein using both mechanical and chemical damage to injure the inside lining of 
the vein to cause it to close. 
 
Treatment Options: There are generally no major risks if I elect not to have treatment. I am aware that alternative treatments 
exist and can include no treatment, compression, surgery to ligate and/or remove the veins, thermal or adhesive endovenous 
ablation, and sclerotherapy (chemical ablation). 
 
Risks: I have also been advised of the risks of this procedure which may include, but are not limited to: 

1. failure to access/close the vein or the vein later reopening 
2. inflammation of the treated vein with resulting pain, tenderness and redness (phlebitis) 
3. skin bruising / discoloration / darkened pigmentation along the length of the treated vein 
4. deep vein thrombosis and/or pulmonary embolism (clot in a deep vein and/or lungs) 
5. nerve injury, temporary or permanent  
6. bleeding / infection / scar formation at the puncture site 
7. allergic reaction to anesthetics 

Benefits: The benefits of this treatment, namely improvement or resolution of the signs and symptoms listed above, have been 
explained to me. It has also been explained that if I choose to not treat my condition, I may or may not have progression of 
symptoms and tissue damage in my leg(s) and that the condition has the potential to make my leg(s) worse over time. 

 
Freedom from potential complications of this procedure are not guaranteed. I have had sufficient opportunity to discuss my 
condition and proposed treatment, and all my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I believe that I have adequate 
knowledge on which to base an informed consent for treatment. 
 
I do �    do not � consent to taking photographs/videos for use regarding my care and for educational or scientific purposes. 
 
I do �    do not  �    consent to having device representatives (medical equipment company personnel) present during the 
procedure to assist with any technical questions regarding the device being used. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        
PATIENT SIGNATURE                                                                            WITNESS 
 
I have informed the patient of the available alternatives for treatment of the superficial leg or saphenous veins, and of the potential 
risks, complications and results that may occur. 
 
                                                                                             
PHYSICIAN SIGNATURE                                                                       DATE 

Patient Name: ____________________________________ 

DOB: __________________________________________ 

MRN: __________________________________________ 
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AVF Through the Years

Year President Annual Meeting 
Location

Program
Chair

Strandness
Keynote Speaker

1989 John J. Bergan, MD New Orleans, LA
1990 Norman M. Rich, MD Coronado, CA Hugo Partsch, MD
1991 Lazar J. Greenfield, MD Fort Lauderdale, FL Thomas F. O'Donnell, MD Jack Hirsh, MD
1992 Michael Hume, MD Coronado, CA Anthony J. Comerota, MD G. W. Schmid-Schonbein, MD
1993 George Johnson Jr., MD Lake Buena Vista, FL David L. Rollins, MD Olav Thulesius, MD, PhD
1994 James A. DeWeese, MD Wailea, Maui, HI Anthony J. Comerota, MD Andrew W. Nicolaides, MD, FRCS
1995 Robert W. Hobson II, MD Fort Lauderdale, FL Hugh Beebe, MD Philip D. Coleridge Smith, MD, FRCS
1996 Robert L. Kistner, MD San Diego, CA James O. Menzoian, MD Ermenegildo A. Enrici, MD
1997 James S.T. Yao, MD San Antonio, TX Frank J. Padberg, Jr, MD Professor Kevin G. Burnand, MD
1998 D. Eugene Strandness, MD Lake Buena Vista, FL Frank J. Padberg, Jr, MD David Bergquist, MD, PhD
1999 Thomas F. O'Donnell, MD Dana Point, CA Thomas W. Wakefield, MD David Robinson, PhD
2000 David S. Sumner, MD Phoenix, AZ Thomas W. Wakefield, MD Professor Sir Norman Browse, MD
2001 Anthony J. Comerota, MD Ft. Myers, FL E. John Harris, Jr, MD Professor C.V. Ruckley, MD
2002 Gregory L. Moneta, MD La Jolla, CA Mark A. Mattos, MD Professor Alfred Bollinger, MD
2003 Peter Gloviczki, MD Cancun, Mexico Joann M. Lohr, MD Professor Claudio Allegra, MD
2004 Frank T. Padberg, MD Orlando, FL Thom W. Rooke, MD Professor Eberhard Rabe, MD
2005 Bo G. Eklof, MD San Diego, CA Joann M. Lohr, MD Michel R. Perrin, MD
2006 Thomas W. Wakefield, MD Miami, FL Peter J. Pappas, MD Pan Ganguly, MD
2007 Michael C. Dalsing, MD San Diego, CA Peter N. Neglen, MD Robert L. Kistner, MD
2008 Mark H. Meissner, MD Charleston, SC Joseph D. Raffetto, MD Thomas O’Donnell, Jr., MD
2009 Joann M. Lohr, MD Phoenix, AZ Lowell Kabnick, MD O. William Brown, MD
2010 Joseph A. Caprini, MD Amelia Island, FL David L. Gillespie, MD Manuel Monreal Bosch, MD
2011 Peter J. Pappas, MD San Diego, CA Peter Henke, MD David C. Zawieja, PhD
2012 Seshadri Raju, MD Orlando, FL Nicos Labropoulos, PhD Paolo Pandoni, MD, PhD
2013 Robert McLafferty, MD Phoenix, AZ Nicos Labropoulos, PhD Susan R. Kahn, MD
2014 Peter Henke, MD New Orleans, LA Antonios Gasparis, MD Alberto Smith, PhD
2015 Fedor Lurie, MD Palm Springs, CA Colleen J. Moore, MD Andrei L. Kindzelski, MD, PhD
2016 John Blebea, MD Orlando, FL Harold Welch, MD Professor Alun H. Davies, MA
2017 Lowell S. Kabnick, MD New Orleans , LA Suresh Vedantham, MD Peter Gloviczki, MD
2018 Marc A. Passman, MD Tuscon, AZ Glenn Jacobowitz, MD Peter Lawrence, MD
2019 Elna Masuda, MD Ranchero Mirage, CA Ellen Dillavou, MD Mark Meissner, MD
2020 Brajesh K. Lal, MD Amelia Island, FL Patrick Muck, MD Andrew W. Nicolaides, MD, FRCS
2021 Harold Welch, MD Virtual Kathleen Ozsvath, MD Professor Andrew W. Bradbury, MD
2022 Antonios Gasparis, MD Orlando, FL Makis Avgerinos, MD Joseph Raffetto, MD 
2023 William Marston, MD San Antonio, TX Mikel Sadek, MD Donna Mendes, MD
2024 Glenn Jacobowitz, MD Tampa, FL Arjun Jayaraj, MD Brajesh K. Lal, MD
2025 Ruth Bush, MD, JD, MPH Atlanta, GA Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar, MD Joann Lohr, MD



Special Thanks to Our 
Individual Contributors

They invite you to Give Today and join 
them in supporting Venous Excellence!

$1000 - $2499

$250 - $999

$250 and under

$2500 and above
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Sheila Coogan, MD
Yana Etkin, MD

William Marston, MD
Amy Murrin 

Alessandra Puggioni, MD
Mikel Sadek, MD

Harold Welch, MD
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Allie Sherrill 
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Daniel Monahan, MD
Takaya Murayama, MD
Joseph Raffetto, MD

Windsor Ting, MD
Jorge Ulloa, MD



We applaud these Vision Partners  
who have demonstrated their commitment 

to venous and lymphatic health through their 
generous support of Healthy Veins for Healthy 

Life and the American Venous Forum!

Thank You
Diamond Supporter

Gold Supporter

Silver Supporter





PRACTICE RESOURCES FROM THE AMERICAN VENOUS FORUM

THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK
THE HEALTHY VEINS BOOK WILL PROVIDE YOUR 
PATIENTS THE ANSWERS THEY NEED ABOUT THEIR 
VEIN DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT.
• 40 comprehensive chapters, written by 53 nationally recognized venous 

experts, organized into sections on: Varicose Veins, Deep Vein Disease, 
Blood Clots, Treatment and Prevention, and Special Vein Conditions

• Edited and written by leading practitioners
• Straightforward, patient-friendly language
• Frequently asked questions
• More than 150 color photos and drawings  

of anatomy, conditions, and treatment techniques
• Comprehensive index and glossary
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Understanding  
Varicose Veins and  
Leg Swelling

THE HEALTHY  
VEINS BOOK

Editor:   John Blebea, MD, MBA, FACS 
American Venous Forum

venousforum.org

ORDER TODAY!
Use this QR code to connect to Shop AVF  
at venousforum.org to order The Healthy Veins Book: 
Understanding Varicose Veins and Leg Swelling.

ALSO AVAILABLE 
ON AMAZON!

The American Venous Forum believes 
every patient deserves the best vein 
and lymphatic care.
Every day, we educate physicians & 
patients, advocate for appropriate 
patient care and support research to 
improve this care.
Patient lives improve when physicians 
are empowered to provide the best 
care possible!
Your charitable donation will help 
increase education and awareness 
of venous disease among healthcare 
professionals.

www.venousforum.org/about-us/donate/
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Thank You
2025 Supporters & Exhibitors



September 26-27, 2025 • Chicago, Illinois
Hands-On Learning with Leading Venous Experts

VenousForum.org#VENOUS2025VenousForum

Save the Dates

March 1-4, 2026
Sheraton, Downtown Denver • Colorado


